
 

CENTRAL STOCKPORT AREA COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting: 12 September 2024 
At: 6.00 pm 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Karl Wardlaw (Chair) in the chair; Councillor Jon Byrne (Vice-Chair); 
Councillors Christine Carrigan, Asa Caton, Laura Clingan, Dickie Davies, Sue Glithero, 
Leah Taylor, Kerry Waters, Paul Wright, Wendy Wild and Matt Wynne. 
 
1.  MINUTES  
 
The Minutes (copies of which had been circulated) of the meeting held on 1 August 2024 
were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillors and officers were invited to declare any interests they had in any of the items 
on the agenda for the meeting. 
 
The following interests were declared:- 
 
Personal Interests 
 
Councillor Interest 
  
Jon Byrne Agenda Item 9 - ‘City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement - A6 

Corridor Improving Journeys Update Report’ as a member of Walk 
Ride GM that had provided responses to the consultations on this item. 

 
3.  URGENT DECISIONS  
 
No urgent decisions were reported. 
 
4.  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
 
(i) Chair's announcements  
 
No announcements were made. 
 
(ii) Public question time  
 
Members of the public were invited to put questions to the Chair on any matters in the 
powers or duties of the Area Committee, subject to the exclusions set out within the Code 
of Practice. 
 
No public questions were submitted. 
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(iii) Neighbourhood policing  
 
It was reported that a representative of Greater Manchester Police had been unable to 
attend the meeting. 
 
Concern was expressed that a representative of the police had not attended a meeting of 
the Area Committee for a number of cycles, and it was requested that it be emphasised to 
Greater Manchester Police that the Area Committee considered this to be an essential part 
of local accountability. 
 
(iv) Petitions  
 
No petitions were submitted. 
 
(v) Open forum  
 
A representative of the Assistant Director (Legal & Democratic Governance) reported that 
no organisations had indicated that they wished to address the Area Committee as part of 
the Open Forum arrangements. 
 
5.  DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS  
 
There were no development applications to consider. 
 
6.  PLANNING APPEALS, ENFORCEMENT APPEALS AND NOTICES  
 
A representative of the Assistant Director – Legal & Democratic Governance submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) summarising recent appeal decisions; listing 
current planning appeals and dates for local enquiries; informal hearings for planning 
appeals, and enforcement action within the Central Stockport Area Committee area. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 
7.  REMIT OF AREA COMMITTEES  
 
A representative of the Assistant Director – Legal & Democratic Governance submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) outlining the ongoing work of the Constitution 
Working Party to examine the current range of delegations to area committees and other 
associated matters.  
 
It was reported that the Working Party has requested that area committees be consulted 
on these matters with the comments subsequently being collated and submitted to the 
Working Party to assist it in making any recommendations for change. 
 
The following comments were made/ issues raised: 
 

 It was noted that some Area Committees had four wards, whilst others had two. It was 
suggested that the Marple and Werneth Area Committees could be combined to form 
one Area Committee. A concern was raised around the funding of meetings taking 
place where only two wards were represented.  
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 Members regularly liaised with Greater Manchester Police and community groups and 
decided applications for Ward Flexibility Funding outside of Area Committee meetings, 
which otherwise would likely cause lengthier meetings.  

 It was queried as to why the Cheadle Hulme South ward did not fall within the Cheadle 
Area Committee area.  

 It was suggested that other venues for the holding of Central Stockport Area 
Committee meetings be investigated.  

 Concerns were raised in relation to some of the current Area Committee community 
venues for people with visual or hearing disabilities owing to the quality of the images 
and/or sounds produced by the webcasting equipment used at external venues.  

 It was felt that the chairing arrangements for Area Committees should continue to be 
determined by the respective Area Committees. 

 It was noted that the Town Hall represented a central point to enable residents to 
participate in meetings.  

 It was requested that narrative be added to the report around the consideration of Ward 
Flexibility Funding by the Central Stockport Area Committee. 

 
Thanks were expressed to officers for their work on the report.  
 
RESOLVED – That the comments of the Area Committee be forwarded to the Constitution 
Working Party for its consideration. 
 
8.  ONE STOCKPORT LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOODS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMME 
UPDATE  
 
Representatives of the Executive Director People and Neighbourhoods submitted a report 
(copies of which had been circulated) providing an update on the One Stockport Local 
Neighbourhoods and Prevention Programme and sharing information on progress across 
the programme since the last update in January 2024 with steps for key elements to 
become operational and integration of practise to take place. 
 
The following comments were made/ issues raised: 
 

 The report detailed information on progress across the programme since the last 
update in January 2024 and included steps for key elements of the programme to 
become operational and integration of practice to take place. 

 Members received information on the developing ‘neighbourhood profile’ for the Central 
Stockport area; overall, there were 7 ‘neighbourhoods’ for the borough. The profiles 
formed an important part of the programme’s progress. 

 The dataset was praised, however significant concerns were raised that some of the 
data was skewed, and that use of the tool was misleading. It was suggested that some 
narrative be added to specific pages to inform people about the disparities within the 
borough. It was suggested that the data needed to be more granular, and namely, at 
ward level. 

 It was reported that Woodbank Park’s sports pitches no longer existed, and it was felt 
that linking in with councillors for local knowledge was important in keeping the dataset 
as up to date to possible. 

 It was asked whether further insight could be added so that trends over time could be 
seen, and therefore, improvements over time could be seen.  
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 It was suggested that financial assets be added to the dataset. 

 It was advised that, although the tool was not particularly user friendly at present, it was 
recognised that the tool was a work in progress and had great potential. 

 
RESOLVED – (1) That the report be noted. 
 
(2) That the Executive Director People and Neighbourhoods be requested to provide 
further updates on the programme to a future meeting of the Area Committee on a 
quarterly basis. 
 
9.  CITY REGION SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT SETTLEMENT - A6 CORRIDOR 
IMPROVING JOURNEYS UPDATE REPORT  
 
A representative of the Director of Place Management submitted a report (copies of which 
had been circulated) setting out the findings of the Communities & Transport Scrutiny 
Committee meeting held on 2 September 2024 with regards to the proposal for the A6 
Corridor Improving Journeys scheme. 
 
The following comments were made/ issues raised:- 
 

 The contribution made by the Communities & Transport Scrutiny Committee and the 
discussions held at that meeting provided a significant insight into the detail of this 
scheme, and it was noted that this would not have happened were it not for the 
recommendation of this Area Committee. 

 The proposed scheme was primarily a bus route improvement scheme, and the 
contribution made by the bus driver at the Scrutiny Committee was invaluable and that 
this dialogue should continue through the detailed design phase. 

 There was potential for making improvements to the process by which future such 
schemes were developed, and it was noted that the Scrutiny Committee had 
commissioned a scrutiny review in relation to the cycling that may assist with this. 

 While there were improvements that could otherwise have been made to the proposed 
scheme subject to financial constraints, the proposals were broadly endorsed, subject 
to the recommendations that had been made by the Communities & Transport Scrutiny 
Committee. 

 Concern remained that the proposed cycling route was not attractive to potential users 
which may not represent value for money given the level of investment.  

 
RESOLVED – That the Cabinet be recommended to give approval to the proposed 
measures, subject to the recommendations of the Communities & Transport Scrutiny 
Committee.  
 
10.  RESIDENT PARKING SCHEME - DONA STREET, OFFERTON  
 
A representative of the Director of Place Management submitted a report (copies of which 
had been circulated) detailing the outcomes of a desk-top study of the parking availability 
on a section of Dona Street, Offerton, following the receipt of a petition from residents 
requesting a Resident Parking Scheme in this same section. 
 
The following comments were made/ issues raised:- 
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 It was noted that the initial request for an investigation of parking in this area had been 
generated by a petition form local residents. 

 It was suggested that some of the issues being experienced were as a result of 
displaced parking from the town centre controlled parking zone. 

 Local ward councillors would continue to discuss the issues being experienced by 
residents with highways officers to determine if any action could be taken in the future. 

 There was a risk that further development in the town centre will result in an increased 
pressure on parking capacity in and around the town centre. 

 A discussion took place around mechanisms that could be considered in the future to 
alleviate general parking capacity issues, including parking hubs and improvements to 
public transport facilitated by the rollout of bus franchising. 

 
RESOLVED – (1) That the report be noted. 
 
(2) That the Director of Place Management be requested to take no further action. 
 
11.  PARK USE APPLICATION: WOODBANK MEMORIAL PARK - MANCHESTER 
AREA CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE  
 
A representative of the Assistant Director for Legal & Democratic Governance submitted a 
report of the Director of Place Management (copies of which had been circulated) detailing 
an application received from Stockport Harriers & Athletic Club to utilise Woodbank 
Memorial Park for the Manchester Area Cross Country League races on 7 December 
2024. 
 
RESOLVED – That the application be granted subject to the organiser obtaining 
appropriate papers, event plans, health & safety documentation, licenses, insurances and 
any fees and charges that apply and being presented to the ward councillors at least two 
weeks prior to the event taking place. 
 
12.  PROGRESS ON AREA COMMITTEE DECISIONS  
 
A representative of the Assistant Director for Legal & Democratic Governance submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) providing an update on progress since the last 
meeting on decisions taken by the Area Committee and detailed the current position on 
Ward Flexibility Funding and the Delegated Ward Budget. 
 
It was commented that there were a number of traffic regulation orders that had previously 
been agreed by the Area Committee which had not yet been implemented.  It was 
requested that further clarity be provided in relation to an anticipated timescale by which 
these orders would be progressed. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.33 pm 
 


