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History / Location 

Emma’s Pond is a naturally fed farm pond situated close to Woodhall Fields in 

Reddish Vale Country Park.  Historically, it has been maintained by Park Rangers, 

SMBC Estates Teams, and Volunteers, but since service reorganisation, the pond 

has become extremely overgrown and neglected. This is despite the heroic 

efforts of local resident Les Maddocks, who could often be seen in his waders 

clearing out the reed mace each Spring. Les is now well into his 80’s and is no 

longer able to carry this work out. 

 

The pond has now become very shallow due to the silting up of the supply 

channel that feeds It from Nicki’s Pond further up hill near Woodhall Car Park 

.This has enabled reed mace and Himalayan balsam to become dominant in and 

around the pond, negatively impacting the bio diversity of the area , crowding 

out other native species such as Greater Bladderwort and Common Water 

Plantain, upon which insects , amphibians and birds depend. 
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Project 

The aim of the project is to: 

1) Clear the surrounding area of encroaching vegetation such as 

balsam, reed mace and bramble, improving the aesthetics and 

sightlines around the pond. 

2) Dig out and clear the water supply channel from Nicki’s Pond to 

improve the water feed into Emma’s Pond  

3) Excavate the pond to its original depth and size and replant the 

pond and its margins with native plant species such as Marsh 

Marigold, Great Water Dock, Yellow Flag Iris, and Water Mint. 

4) Improve the visitor experience by providing more seating, and a 

“Pond Life “Interpretation Board. 

5) Instal some sections of knee rail fencing around the skirt of the 

pond to discourage dogs entering the water. Disturbance by 

dogs and contamination of flea treatment chemicals, have a 

detrimental effect on pond biodiversity and water quality. 
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Collaboration  

 

From the timeline you will see that the project will be delivered by a 

collaboration of Area Committee Funding, Private Contractor work, 

Community Payback Services, Friends of The Vale Volunteers and 

Friends Of The Vale funding. 

We are asking that the Area Committee provides the funding for the 

excavation of the pond (£4100 quoted by Redfox Countryside 

Services) and the purchase of native marsh and pond plants (£400). 

 

Contractor 

 

The contractor, Redfox Countryside Services, has been recommended 

by Mandy Elford at the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit and Lindsay 

Beaton at The Mersey Rivers Trust. Both have used Redfox for pond 

restorations and creation. 

 

 

 

 

 



EMMA’S POND GALLERY  
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INTERPRETATION BOARDS – EXAMPLES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


