
 

MARPLE AREA COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting: 1 December 2021 
At: 6.00 pm 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Steve Gribbon (Chair) in the chair; Councillor Shan Alexander (Vice-Chair); 
Councillors Malcolm Allan, Colin MacAlister, Becky Senior and Aron Thornley. 
 
1.  MINUTES  
 
The Minutes (copies of which had been circulated) of the meeting held on 20 October 
2021 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillors and officers were invited to declare any interest they had in any of the items on 
the agenda for the meeting. 
 
The following interests were declared:- 
 
Personal & Prejudicial Interest 
 
Councillor Interest 
  
Steve Gribbon Agenda Item 6 – DC080313, The Garden House, 

Lakes Road, Marple, Stockport, SK6 7DH as 
being known to the applicant. 
 
Agenda Item 8 – DC081204, 5 Station Road, 
Marple, Stockport, SK6 6AJ as being known to 
the applicant. 
 
Councillor Gribbon left the meeting during the 
consideration of these items and took no part in 
the discussions or votes. 

 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 
 
Councillor   Interest 
  
Shan Alexander Agenda Item 9 – DC082744, The Crown, 1 Hawk Green Road, 

Marple, Stockport, SK6 7HU as a resident of an adjacent 
property. 

 
 Councillor Alexander left the meeting during the consideration 

of this item and took no part in the discussion or vote. 
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3.  URGENT DECISIONS  
 
No urgent decisions were reported. 
 
4.  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
 
(i) Chair's Announcements  
 
The Chair on behalf of the Area Committee informed the Marple residents that:-  
 

 There would be a ‘Winter Wonderland’ in Marple Bridge on 4 December 2021 and 

as a consequence there would be road closure of Town Street. 

 A Santa Dash would be taking place on Stockport Road on 5 December 2021. 

 There would be a number of School Christmas festivals which would be held online 

this year. 

 Santa will be at Rose Hill train station from 4pm on 6 December 2021. 

 The Santa Tour would be around High Lane on 13 and 14 December 2021.  

 ‘Make It Marple’ festival would be held in Marple Town Centre on 18 December 

2021. 

 There would be Christmas Carol singing in Cromwell Avenue Park on 19 December 

2021 from 3.30pm. 

 A Christmas Fair would be held at the Andrew Arms pub in Compstall from 1pm on 

11 December 2021.  

 The Marple neighbourhood plan  was still open for consultation until 8 January 

2022. 

 Residents were thanked for attending the war memorials around the area on 

Remembrance Sunday.  

 Kevin Murray was thanked for his work on raising money for the poppy appeal 

again this year. 

 The Chair proposed that local schools would be contacted to nominate local 

children to attend future meetings of the Area Committee to ask questions of the 

Councillors.  

(ii) Public Question Time  
 
Members of the public were invited to put questions to the Chair of the Area Committee on 
any matters within the powers and duties of the Area Committee, subject to the exclusions 
set out in the Code of Practice.  
 
Two public questions were submitted as follows: 
 

 Relating to the issue of surface water and blocked gullies on Station Road, 

Winnington Road and Garth Road, Marple and what action had been taken to 

rectify the issues since they had initially been reported by residents.  

 Relating to the issue of weed management on Market Street and Stockport Road, 

and what could be done by the Council to help to smarten-up the area.  
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In response, it was commented that a written response would be shared with the 
questioners and the Committee. 
 
(iii) Petitions  
 
No petitions were submitted.  
 
(iv) Open Forum  
 
In accordance with the Code of Practice, no organisation had indicated that they wished to 
address the Area Committee as part of the Open Forum arrangements. 
 
(v) Ward Flexibility Funding - United Stockport Circuit  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) submitted an application received on behalf of United Stockport Circuit 
towards the cost of setting up a Drive-In Carol Service for Christmas.  
 

RESOLVED – That approval be given to an application received from United Stockport 
Circuit for a grant of £100 (£50 from each ward allocation) towards the cost of setting up a 
Drive-In Carol Service for Christmas.  
 
(vi) Ward Flexibility Funding Application - Hawk Green Residents Association  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) submitted an application received on behalf of United Stockport Circuit 
towards the cost of replacing a broken bench adjacent to Broadhurst Canal Bridge.   
 
The following comments were made/issues raised:  
 

 Members noted their view that the bench in question was owned by the Council and 

that any repair or replacement should be funded from the Highways budget rather than 

through Ward Flexibility Funding.  

 It was noted that, should the application be granted, the responsibility would lie with the 

applicant to replace the bench rather than with the Council, with consequent liability 

issues to the applicant as the bench was located on the public highway.  

RESOLVED – That the application be deferred until a later meeting of the Area 
Committee, pending the submission of a report to replace the bench with funding from the 
delegated budget and further consultations with the applicant organisation.  
 
5.  DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS  
 
Development applications were submitted.  
 

(NOTE: Full details of the decisions including conditions and reasons for granting or 
refusing planning permission and imposing conditions are given in the schedule of plans. 
The Corporate Director for Place Management & Regeneration is authorised to determine 
conditions and reasons and they are not therefore referred to in committee minutes unless 
the committee makes a specific decision on a condition or reason. In order to reduce 
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printing costs and preserve natural resources, the schedule of plans is not reproduced 
within these minutes. A copy of the schedule of plans is available on the council’s website 
at www.stockport.gov.uk/planningdecisions . Copies of the schedule of plans, or any part 
thereof, may be obtained from the Place Directorate upon payment of the Council’s 
reasonable charges).  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service & Monitoring Officer (Legal & Democratic 
Governance) outlined the procedure for public speaking on planning applications. 
 
6.  DC080271 : WHITE HOUSE FARM, TORKINGTON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE, 
STOCKPORT, SK7 6NP  
 
In respect of plan no. DC080271 for the conversion of an existing barn to form 1 no. 
dwellinghouse, with associated demolition, extension, external alterations, access, parking 
and curtilage at White House Farm, Torkington Road,  
 

a representative of the applicant spoke in support of the application.  
 
It was then 
 
RESOLVED – That the Planning & Highways Regulation Committee be recommended to 
grant planning permission. 
 
7.  DC082744 : THE CROWN, 1 HAWK GREEN ROAD, MARPLE, STOCKPORT, SK6 
7HU  
 
In respect of plan no. DC082744 for rear extensions to kitchen and restaurant with 
associated works, new fire escape doors to front elevation to create additional level access 
and realignment of car park to accommodate proposed new extensions at The Crown, 1 
Hawk Green Road, 
 

a representative of the applicant spoke in support of the application.  
 
It was then  
 
RESOLVED – That planning permission be granted.  
 

Councillor Shan Alexander (Vice-Chair) in the Chair  
 
8.  DC080313 : THE GARDEN HOUSE, LAKES ROAD, MARPLE, STOCKPORT, SK6 
7DH  
 
In respect of plan no. DC080313 for the change of use of land to a mixed use consisting of 
an urban farm and educational facility, together with retention of buildings and structures, 
parking area and the construction of the Garden House comprising visitor and educational 
facilities, together with a managers dwelling and new detached storage building (part 
retrospective) at The Garden House, Lakes Road,  
 

a member of the public spoke against the application; and  
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a representative of the applicant spoke in support of the application. 
 
It was then  
 
RESOLVED – That the Planning & Highways Regulation Committee be recommended to 
undertake a site visit, with particular focus on the issues of highway safety and the 
potential detriment to the Green Belt.  
 
9.  DC081204 : 5 STATION ROAD, MARPLE, STOCKPORT, SK6 6AJ  
 
In respect of plan no. DC081204 for the change of use from Physiotherapy Clinic to form 1 
no. dwellinghouse at 5 Station Road, Marple 
 
It was then 
 

RESOLVED – That planning permission be granted.    
 

Councillor Steve Gribbon (Chair) in the Chair  
 
10.  COUNCIL MEETING PROCEDURE RULE 9 (DURATION OF MEETING)  
 
At this stage in the proceedings (10.00 pm) the Clerk informed the Area Committee that 
the provisions of Council Meeting Procedure Rule 9.1 (Duration of Meeting) would be 
invoked unless the Area Committee wished the meeting to continue. 
 
RESOLVED –That the provisions of Council Meeting Procedure Rule 9.1 relating to the 
duration of (Council) meetings be not invoked and members continue with the meeting and 
proceed with the remaining business. 
 
11.  PLANNING APPEAL, ENFORCEMENT APPEALS AND ENFORCEMENT NOTICES  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) & Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and Monitoring 
Officer) (copies of which had been circulated) listing any outstanding or recently 
determined planning appeals and enforcements within the area represented by the Marple 
Area Committee.  
 

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.  
 
12.  MARPLE AREA PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY UPDATE  
 
A representative of the Transport Strategy Manager submitted a report (copies of which 
had been circulated) providing a response to the issues raised relating to public rights of 
ways including pathways and bridleways in Marple.  
 
The following comments were made/issues raised:-  
 

 Members questioned whether non-reactive repair work was done in response to bids 

for available funding. In response, it was commented that this depended on 
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circumstances, with some work being done in response to flood damage and some 

being done following approval from Scrutiny Committees.  

 It was noted that officers did focus inspection and maintenance work on areas that had 

received high levels of resident complaints.  

 Members raised the possibility of engaging the community work force in assisting with 

some repairs. It was noted that this could raise issues of Council liability for public 

safety, but that the Rights of Way Officer would be able to provide further guidance on 

this.  

 Members emphasised the need for maintenance of footpaths as a result of the high 

levels of footpath and public amenity usage during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.  
 
13.  A6MARR CMM HAZEL GROVE – FOOTPATH 77 (SANDOWN ROAD)  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) providing information in relation to proposed 
footpath improvements to PROW 77 between Sandown Road and the access road to 
Hazel Grove Golf Club, including vegetation management and noting that a consultation 
exercise has not been carried out with residents.  
 

RESOLVED – That the Cabinet Member (Economy & Regeneration) be recommended to 
approve the scheme.   
 
14.  HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE AND LOCAL INITIATIVE REPORT - MOUNT DRIVE, 
MARPLE  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) providing details of a proposed highway 
maintenance scheme on Mount Drive, Marple including the removal of a grass verge and 
reconstruction with footway specification.  
 
RESOLVED - That the Cabinet Member (Economy & Regeneration) be recommended to 
approve the removal of the grass verge on Mount Drive, Marple and its reconstruction with 
footway specification at a cost of £3,000 to be funded from the Area Committee’s 
Delegated Budget (Marple South & High Lane ward allocation). 
 
15.  ROAD SAFETY AROUND SCHOOLS - HIGH LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service & Monitoring Officer (Legal & Democratic 
Governance) submitted a report of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief 
Executive (copies of which had been circulated) providing the findings of a road safety 
consultation exercise for High Lane Primary School and seeking approval for the 
introduction of Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) and associated signage, implementation 
of dropped kerbs with tactile paving and new school warning signs. 
 
RESOLVED - That approval be given to the legal advertising of the package of Traffic 
Regulation Orders outlined in Appendix A to the report and associated signage; 
implementation of dropped kerbs with tactile paving; and new school warning signs and, 
subject to no objections being received within 21 days from the advertisement date, the 
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subsequent making of the orders to be funded from the Road Safety around Schools 
programme budget allocation. 
 
16.  REDBROW HOLLOW - PROPOSED 'NO WAITING AT ANY TIME' TRAFFIC 
REGULATION ORDER (TRO)  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) detailing the findings of a consultation 
exercise and seeking approval for the introduction of a Traffic Regulation Order.  
 

Concern was raised that the consultation process had not been extensive enough and that 
it should cover each address on Redbrow Hollow as the proposal would affect all access 
onto the adjacent main road.  
 
RESOLVED – That the item be deferred until a later meeting of the Area Committee 
subject to further Member discussions with Highways Officers regarding an alternative 
proposal for the area or a more extensive consultation process.  
 
17.  TEMPORARY SPEED BUMPS - STOCKPORT ROAD  
 
The Chair reported that he had asked for this item to be included on the agenda to 
highlight resident support for the continuation of the 20mph speed zone on Stockport 
Road, subject to the removal of speed bumps from the road.  
 
The following comments were made/issues raised:-  
 

 Members expressed concern with any delay to the removal of the speed bumps, as the 

measures had been advertised and introduced as temporary and could be removed 

after 6 months if residents were not in favour of them.  

 Members were dissatisfied with the delay in a report being brought to the Area 

Committee regarding this issue.  

RESOLVED – That further discussions be undertaken with Highways Officers following the 
meeting to address resident concerns with the speed bumps on Stockport Road.  
 
18.  STOCKPORT TRAIL HALF MARATHON EVENT MIDDLEWOOD WAY  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service & Monitoring Officer (Legal & Democratic 
Governance) submitted a report of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief 
Executive (copies of which had been circulated) providing details relating to the Stockport 
Trail Half Marathon Event taking place along Middlewood Way, from Marple through High 
Lane and into Cheshire East.  
 

RESOLVED – That approval be given to the Parks Event Application submitted on behalf 
of Crazy Legs Event for a half marathon along Middlewood Way, Marple and High Lane on 
Sunday 13th February 2022, subject to all appropriate paperwork and licenses being 
obtained and all appropriate fees being paid. 
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19.  PROGRESS ON AREA COMMITTEE DECISIONS  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service & Monitoring Officer (Legal & Democratic 
Governance) submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) providing an update 
on progress since the last meeting on decisions taken by the Area Committee and 
detailing the current position on ward flexibility funding. The report also included the 
current position on the highway and traffic management delegated budget. 
 

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.  
 
The meeting closed at 10.21 pm 
 


