
 

 

 
Site – Green Lane, Heaton Mersey 

  
 

Mr Peter Pollard 
HND in Arboriculture 

 

                                                             
 
 

TREE SURVEY REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenspace Consultancy 
Arboriculture & Habitat 
1st floor, Endeavour House 

C/O Town Hall 
Stockport 
SK1 3XE 

Tel: 0161 2176111 
 

 
 
 
 

7th June 2021 
  



2 

 

 

Contents 
 

1.  Executive summary 
 
2.  Terms of Reference 
 
3.  Limitations 
 
4.  Introduction 
 
5. Statutory Controls 
 
6. Method 
 
7.  Significant findings 
 
8.  Conclusions 
 
9.  Recommendations 
 
10.  References 

 
 
Appendices 

 

1         Tree Survey Schedule 
2         Tree Survey Plan     
3 Impact and Tree protection 
4 Guidance notes – statutory controls 
5 Glossary 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3 

 

 

1. Executive Summary 
 

1.1  Trees were plotted and assessed individually. Comments were made where it was 
identified as presenting potentially significant elevated risk, being of particular note or 
requiring specific management treatments. 

 
1.2 The proposed path widening extends north along the pedestrianised length of Green Lane 

towards the junction with Bowerfold Lane.  
 
1.3 None of the trees are considered an imminent danger, however, several are in a very poor 

condition. Along much of the route of the path there is an outgrown hawthorn hedge, which 
has not been maintained as a hedge for a considerable time and is overgrown by adjacent 
trees, which are also supressing it. To the west of the path, there are several sycamore 
trees which are to close to the adjacent fence, considering their potential mature size. 

 
1.4 The trees identified to be in a poor condition should be removed to ensure safety of future 

path users. Much of the hawthorn hedge will require removal is the path will extend into the 
rooting zone and will further compromise its health and stability. Replacement planting 
would be anticipated. Opportunity should be taken to remove any inappropriate trees along 
the length of the root, such as the sycamore to the west of the path. 

 Trees to be retained should be afforded protection, by use of appropriate fencing. 
. 
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2. Terms of Reference 
 

2.1  Instruction 
 
2.1.1  Greenspace Consultancy is instructed by Richard Fenton, Senior Engineers, Place 

Management: 
 
 Carry out assessment of trees along the length of the proposed path improvements, Green 

Lane, Heaton Mersey. 
 
 Assess at an appropriate level of detail and record any tree identified as presenting a 

significantly elevated risk 
 
 Produce a plan and schedule of trees setting out our data survey 
 
 Produce a report outlining our findings and propose work to allow the works to be carried 

out 
 
  
 
 
3. Limitations 
 
3.2.1 The Trees were assessed visually from ground level. Where potential problems were 

identified, further inspection by tree climbing is recommended. No digging or drilling 
methods were employed during this survey. 

 
3.2.2 This report and associated documents remain the copyright of Greenspace Consultancy and 

there shall be no transfer of rights to any third party without our express consent 
 

 
4.  Introduction 
 
4.1 The trees have been assessed in accordance to British Standard 5837 (2012), Trees in 

relation to design, demolition and construction. 
 
4.2  The assessment takes account of the structural and physiological condition of the tree, its 

age, dimensions and any conservation or landscape value 
 

4.3 The retention category of each Tree or groups of trees is based on the information detailed 
above using the following categories. 

 
U   = Remove (saplings, irremediable or with less than 10 years contribution). 
A   = High quality and value, preferably with min. 40 years contribution. 
B   = Moderate quality and value. 
C                   = Low quality and value. Also young trees with stem diameter below     

   150mm (these may be considered for relocation). 
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5. Statutory Controls 
 

5.1 The site is not designated to be of special merit and the trees are not afforded any statutory 
protection. 

 
5.2 As the changes to the site, including tree felling, would be considered as a planning 

application, it would not be subject to the Forestry Act (1967), in regard to requiring a felling 
license. 

 
6. Method 
 
6.1 The area was assessed as a group and a number of individual trees with unique identifying 

numbers allocated. 
 
6.2 A visual assessment was carried out from the ground, to determine the health and 

structural condition. Dimensions were measured where appropriate or estimated otherwise. 
 
6.2.1  Height - overall estimated height of the tree in metres (rounded up to the nearest metre for 

trees over 10m high.) 
 
6.2.2  Stem diameter - measured in millimetres at 1.5m above ground (on sloping ground 

measured on the upslope of the stem) in accordance with annex C of BS5837:2012 
 
6.2.3 Branch spread - measured in metres (rounded up to the nearest half metre) along the four 

cardinal points of the compass to derive an accurate representation of the crown. 
 
6.2.4 Height of crown - the existing height, measured in metres, above ground level of the first 

significant branch. 
 
6.2.5 Age class - Young (Y) Middle aged (MA) Mature (M) Over Mature (OM)  
 
6.2.6 Physiological condition - Good (G) moderate (M) poor (P) dead (D) 
 
6.2.7 Health and significant defects - overall form of the Tree, presence of decay, any physical 

defects and observations. 
Category U or A to C grading as defined in table 1 BS.5837:2012 

 
6.2.8 Management recommendations - including any further investigations required, wildlife 

habitat potential, management or pruning works. 
 
6.2.9   The Estimated Remaining Contribution measured in years (<10, 10+, 20+, 40+)   
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7. Significant Findings 
 

7.1 The trees along the route of the path are generally in quite a neglected state, although none 
are considered to pose an imminent danger. 

 
 
7.2.1 A significant number of the trees along the route are part of an outgrown hawthorn hedge, 

which appears to have been approximately 1m high in the past, but now grows to a height 
of 2-4m. Being overhung by large surrounding trees has also contributed to its deterioration. 

 
7.2.2 To the west of the path, there are several Sycamore trees, tight up against the adjacent 

garden fence. These trees have the potential to grown very large, in maturity. 
 
 
8.  Recommendations 
 
8.1 Remove trees identified to be in a poor condition, to create a long-term, safe environment 

for path users. 
 
8.2 Where the hawthorn hedge is to be further compromised by the widening of the path, it 

should be felled and grubbed out, with replacement planting carried out as part of a 
complimentary planting scheme. Where the hedge can be retained, it should be cut down to 
approximately 1m in height and maintained at this height. 

 
8.3 Those sycamore trees to the west of the path should be felled and treated to prevent 

damage to the adjacent property and allow greater illumination for the path. 
 
 
 
9. References 
 
 British Standard 5837 (2012) - Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction. 
 British Standard 3998 (2010) – Recommendations for tree works 
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Tree Schedule – Green Lane, Heaton Mersey 
 

Tree Species Age 
DBH 
(mm) 

Height 
(m) 

Crown 
spread 

(m) 

Structural 
condition 

Health 
condition 

Life 
expectancy 

Priority  Recommendations Comments 
Retention 
category 

900266 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus Y 200 6 4 Fair Good 100+ 2 Fell and poison 
Too close 
to fence B 

900267 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus Y 300 7 4 Fair Good 100+ 2 Fell and poison 
Too close 
to fence B 

900268 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus Y 120 6 4 Fair Good 100+   No work required   B 

900269 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 120 5 3 Fair Good 100+   No work required   B 

900270 Salix fragilis MA 400 6 6 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Multi-
stemmed. 
Too close 

to 
proposed 
widening B 

900271 Salix caprea MA 420 6 3 Fair Good >50   No work required 
Bifurcates 

at 1m B 

900272 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus MA 400 7 4 Fair Good 100+   No work required 
Twin 

stemmed B 

900273 Salix caprea MA 350 7 4 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Bifurcates 
at 1m. Too 

close to 
proposed 
widening B 
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900274 Salix caprea MA 300 6 5 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Extends 
over path. 
Too close 

to 
proposed 
widening B 

900275 Salix caprea MA 260 5 3 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening B 

900276 Salix fragilis M 500 6 6 Poor Fair   1 Fell and grub out 

Half 
snapped 
out over 

path C 

900277 Salix caprea Y 160 5 3 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 
Bifurcates 
@ 0.5m B 

900278 
Crataegus 
monogyna Y 100 3 2 Fair Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening U 

900279 
Crataegus 
monogyna M 300 4 2 Fair Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening B 

900280 Sambucus nigra M 320 7 6 Fair Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 
Weak 
unions B 
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900281 
Crataegus 
monogyna M 300 5 4 Fair Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening B 

900282 
Corylus 
avellana M 450 6 4 Fair Good 50+ 2 Fell and grub out   B 

900283 
Crataegus 
monogyna M 500 5 4 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening B 

900284 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus M 400 12 6 Fair Good 100+ 2 Fell and grub out 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening B 

900285 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 110 4 2 Fair Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening B 

900286 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 240 3 2 Fair Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening B 

900287 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 100 2 1 Poor Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening U 
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900288 Salix caprea MA 110 6 3 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening U 

900289 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 130 3 1 Fair Poor <20 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening C 

900290 Sambucus nigra MA 110 4 3 Poor Poor <20 2 Fell and grub out   U 

900291 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 110 3 2 Fair Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening U 

900292 
Corylus 
avellana M 600 8 5 Poor Good >50 2 

Crown reduce 
back to original 

cuts 

Outgrown 
coppice. 
Too close 

to 
proposed 
widening B 

900293 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 110 3 2 Poor Fair >50 2 

Crown reduce 
back to original 

cuts 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening C 

900294 
Crataegus 
monogyna M 220 4 3 Poor Fair >50 2 

Crown reduce 
back to original 

cuts 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening C 
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900295 Sambucus nigra M 350 6 5 Poor Poor <10 1 Remove debris Fallen U 

900296 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 230 4 2 Poor Poor <10 1 Fell and grub out 

Almost 
dead U 

900297 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus MA 550 8 5 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Bifurcates 
@1m. Too 

close to 
proposed 
widening C 

900298 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 160 3 2 Poor Fair >50 2 

Crown reduce 
back to original 

cuts 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening C 

900299 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 200 4 2 Poor Fair >50 2 

Crown reduce 
back to original 

cuts 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening C 

900300 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus MA 220 8 4 Fair Good >100   No work required   B 

900301 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus MA 230 8 4 Fair Good >100 2 Fell and grub out   B 

900302 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 110 3 1 Fair Good >50 2 

Crown reduce 
back to original 

cuts 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening C 
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900303 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 180 3 2 Fair Good >50 2 

Crown reduce 
back to original 

cuts 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening C 

900304 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus MA 300 12 5 Fair Good >100 2 Fell and grub out   B 

900305 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 110 4 2 Fair Fair >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening U 

900306 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 110 4 2 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening U 

900307 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 250 4 2 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out   B 

900308 
Crataegus 
monogyna MA 200 4 2 Fair Good >50 2 Fell and grub out 

Outgrown 
hedge. 

Too close 
to 

proposed 
widening B 

900309 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus M 400 14 8 Fair Good 100+   No work required   B 

900310 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus M 900 18 10 Fair Good >100   No work required 
In private 
ownership B 
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900311 
Populus nigra 

italica M 1200 24 6 Fair Good >30   No work required 
In private 
ownership B 
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Site Plan 1 (North Section) – Green Lane, Heaton Mersey 
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Site Plan 2 (South Section) – Green Lane, Heaton Mersey 
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Impact Assessment 
 

  

 Tree to be Retained – 

No Impact 

Tree to be Retained – 

with management 

Trees to be removed 

due to 

condition/development 

(may alter, dependent 

upon final line of path) 

Tree No 900268, 900269, 

900271, 900272, 

900300, 900309, 

900310, 900311 

 900266, 900267, 

900270, 900273, 

900274, 900275, 

900276, 900277, 

900278, 900279, 

900280, 900281, 

900282, 900283, 

900284, 900285, 

900286, 900287, 

900288, 900289, 

900290, 900291, 

900292, 900293, 

900294, 900295, 

900296, 900297, 

900298, 900299, 

900301, 900302, 

900303, 900304, 

900305, 900306, 

900307, 900308 

 
 
 

Root Zone Protection for Retained Trees 
 

Tree No Root 

protection 

radius (m) 

Root 

protection 

area (m2) 

900268 1.4 6.5 

900269 1.4 6.5 

900271 5.0 80 

900272 4.8 72 

900300 2.6 22 

900309 5.0 80 

900310 10.8 367 

900311 14.4 652 

 
 

Emboldened trees in adjacent private ownership
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Tree Protection Plan 1 (North Section) - Green Lane  
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Tree Protection Plan 2 (South Section) - Green Lane 
 

 
 



 

 

Protective fencing details 
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Protective fencing notice 
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Scheduling of work 
Any tree work noted, should be carried out prior to the erection of the protective fencing. Following 
the erection of the protective fencing no further tree work should be carried out, without the 
consent of the Local Authority tree Officer. 
 
Root protection areas 
The extent to which a tree may represent a constraint to the development will depend both upon 
the location of the trunk and the size and nature of the canopy and also the extent of the roots 
below ground. The tree survey drawing plots the location of the tree above ground and through 
application of the calculation provided in section 5.5.2 of BS 5837:2012; the extent of root 
protection area has been plotted on the Tree constraints drawing. 
 
The root protection area represents a potential constraint to the development which may be 
modified in pattern, although not overall area, by existing site conditions such as structures, soil 
types and drainage, and an appreciation of the nature of particular tree species and root 
morphology.    
 
Protection is afforded to the tree by defining a Root Protection Area (RPA) within which no 
development activity should take place. The size of the RPA is defined in the British Standard and 
relates to trunk diameter plotted in a circle centred on the base of the stem. The RPA is normally 
the minimum position for protective fencing. 
 
Where pre-existing site conditions or other factors indicate that rooting has occurred 
asymmetrically, a polygon of equivalent area should be produced. Modifications to the shape of 
the RPA should reflect a soundly based arboricultural assessment of likely root distribution. 
 
Activity within the RPA must be agreed by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) before commencing. 
Where there is an overriding justification for construction within the RPA, technical solutions might 
be available that prevent damage to the trees. (see section 7 in BS5837 (2012). If operations 
within the RPA are proposed, it must be possible for the project arboriculturalist to demonstrate 
that trees can remain viable and that the area lost to encroachment can be compensated for 
elsewhere within the RPA. If encroachment is to take place, a series of mitigation measures to 
improve the soil environment must be implemented to promote further rooting structures. 
 
Where new permanent hard surface including paving or a slab for a minor structure (e.g. shed 
base) is to be formed within the RPA, it should bear on existing ground level, and should not 
exceed an area greater than 20% of the existing un-surfaced ground. 
 
Where the LPA agrees to activity taking place within the RPA then it is likely that special measures 
will be required, such as a ‘no dig’ construction method for drives. 
 
 
To give the best chance of continued good health of the retained trees, it will be essential to 
prevent root severance or compaction of the soil in the Root Protection Area. To achieve this, a 
stout fence should be erected at the position shown on the plan (or if this is not indicated, at the 
limit of the Root Protection Area). This should be done before any site materials or machinery are 
brought onto site, and should comprise a scaffold frame with steel mesh panels securely attached 
(eg Heras). Mesh is preferred to boarding as it can be seen through and should be re-useable. 
Use of rubber or concrete feet instead of a frame is not acceptable as these can easily be moved.  
Once in place, the fence must be regarded as sacrosanct with no storage of materials/spoil or 
access by machinery within the protected area. 
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All-weather notices should be fixed to the barrier reading “Root Protection Area – No Access”. 
  
Where temporary access within the Root Protection Area is agreed, the fence may need to be 
realigned and the ground surface protected. For vehicular access this protection will need to be 
specifically detailed and agreed. 
 
Site operations such as deliveries, site machines, crane jibs etc. should be organised to avoid 
damaging the trunk or crown of trees. Where this conflict is unavoidable then facilitation pruning 
should be carried out in advance, rather than after damage has occurred. This may be required to 
allow demolition operations. 
 
Material which could contaminate the soil e.g. concrete mixing, fuel, vehicle washings etc. should 
not be discharged within 10m of the stem of any tree, and not on ground beyond sloping down to 
the tree. 
 
Fires should either not be permitted, or else not lit where flames could extend to within 5m of the 
foliage, branches or trunk. 
 
No notice boards, cables, nails or other items should be attached to any part of the tree. 
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Guidance Note – Statutory Controls 
 
 
 
WILDLIFE ISSUES AND TIMING OF OPERATIONS 
 
Bats. Under current legislation it is an offence to ‘intentionally or recklessly disturb a 
bat’ or ‘damage, destroy or block access to the resting place of any bat’. For further 
details consultation must be made with the Statutory Nature Conservancy 
Organisation (Natural England, 0300 060 1842 www.naturalengland.org.uk). Where 
relevant any current ecological surveys for the site will take precedence in this 
matter. 
 
Birds. It is also likely to be an offence to kill, injure or take any wild bird; or take, 
damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built. Therefore 
work likely to disturb nesting birds should be avoided from late March to August. 
 
All trees requiring work here should be evaluated prior to work starting, and ideally 
work should be carried out during August – early October. 
 
The pruning of some species should avoid specific times. Prunus species (eg 
flowering and fruiting Cherry, Plum, Almond etc) should only be pruned during June 
– August in order to minimise the risk of infection by Silver Leaf disease. Acer 
(Maples including Sycamore), Betula (Birches) and, Morus (Mulberry) should not be 
pruned February – June due to sap bleeding; also Juglans (Walnut) from December 
– June
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