
 

STEPPING HILL AREA COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting: 3 August 2021 
At: 6.00 pm 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Will Dawson (Chair) in the chair; Councillor Grace Baynham (Vice-Chair); 
Councillors Oliver Johnstone, Rory Leonard, Wendy Meikle and John Wright. 
 
1.  MINUTES  
 
The Minutes (copies of which had been circulated) of the meeting held on 22 June 2021 
were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillors and officers were invited to declare any interests which they had in any of the 
items on the agenda for the meeting. 
 
The following interest was declared:- 
 
Personal Interests 
 
Councillor Interest 
  
Grace Baynham  Agenda Item 4(ii) - ‘Public Question Time’ as an employee of 

Stepping Hill hospital the subject of which was raised under this 
item. 

 
3.  URGENT DECISIONS  
 
No urgent decisions were reported. 
 
4.  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
 
(i) Chair's Announcements  
 
The following comments were made/issues raised:-  
 

 The Chair thanked local nurseries and school-care providers for their efforts in keeping 

school ‘bubbles’ open throughout the pandemic.  

 Members noted the availability of £30 million in government funding to support the 
‘Changing Places’ campaign to provide more accessible toilet facilities across the 
country, and encouraged the Council to apply for a grant from this fund. 

 Members emphasised the ongoing need for the installation of more accessible toilet 
facilities across the borough. 

 
RESOLVED – That the Area Committee call upon Cabinet to instruct officers to complete 
an expression of interest in the government’s Changing Places toilet fund. 
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(ii) Public Question Time  
 
Members of the public were invited to submit questions to the Chair of the Area Committee 
on any matters within the powers and duties of the Area Committee.  
 

Three public questions were submitted as follows:-  
 

 Relating to traffic and parking issues on Hazelwood Road and Bosden Fold Road at 
peak times, including speeding, corner-cutting, parking on double-yellow lines and a 
lack of fencing to protect pedestrians. 

 
In response it was noted that apologies for attendance for this meeting had been received 
for this meeting on behalf of three three Hazel Grove ward members, and that this issue 
would be passed on to these members to provide a response following the meeting.  
 

 Relating to the 23 actions set out in the 2016 travel plan for Stepping Hill hospital, 
including whether these actions had been undertaken and who had been monitoring 
the success of the plan. 

 
In response, it was commented that the Chair had requested an update from the hospital 
with regard to the travel plan and that this was expected to be received by the next 
committee meeting. Members noted that they had previously requested a representative of 
the hospital to attend the area committee meeting and asked that this request be put 
forward again.  
 

 Relating to the 15 year planning consent for temporary parking decks at Stepping Hill 
hospital and whether the hospital would make a firm commitment to a permanent 
solution to the parking issues in the area. The questioner requested that the area 
committee write to the new Chief Executive of the hospital outlining local residents’ 
concerns about a lack of progress in this regard. 

 
In response, the Area Committee agreed to write to the hospital on behalf of residents to 
express the concerns outlined in the question. Members noted the submission of a draft 
travel plan in February 2021 by the hospital, which would be reviewed by council officers in 
order to determine its effectiveness. Members requested an immediate update once this 
review had been undertaken so that the results could be scrutinised further. Members 
noted that the only parking solution that they could have definitive control over would be a 
residents parking scheme, and that they could not legislate specifically to force the hospital 
to build a permanent car park. 
 
(iii) Petitions  
 
No petitions were submitted. 
 
Members commented that there was a live petition on the Council’s website  in relation to 
traffic issues on Kennerley Road, Davenport with particular regard to the use of the road 
by HGVs and damage that this was causing to parked cars. Members encouraged local 
residents to sign the petition via the council website.  
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(iv) Open Forum - Local Plan Engagement  
 
Amy Beasley (Service Manager Local Plan and Place Shaping) attended the meeting to 
provide a brief presentation to the area committee on the proposed approach to engaging 
with communities and stakeholders as the Local Plan was developed and seeking input on 
further opportunities to engage with local communities. 
 
The following comments were made/issues raised:-  
 

 Paper copies of the local plan engagement survey should be made available in 
community spaces such as libraries for people who could not access the online 
version.  

 The officer time already spent on the development of Greater Manchester Spatial 
Framework (GMSF) should not be wasted and significant elements of what work could 
be used in the development of the local plan. In response, it was noted that 
development of the local plan was always intended to be concurrent to GMSF and that 
the evidence base used for GMSF would be used within the local plan’s development.  

 Young people were keen to be engaged with on the local plan, and visual stimuli such 
as information videos about the plan may be the best way to engage with these groups.  

 Members requested a list of groups that had already been engaged with in order to 
understand better which communities within the borough could be targeted more 
closely.  

 Members questioned whether the completed plan would reduce the threat of 
aggressive and inappropriate development across the borough. In response it was 
commented that while the specific detail of the plan had not yet been written in regard 
to development, the plan would help to identify more appropriate areas for 
development in future.  

 Face-to-face engagement with local residents should always remain at the heart of the 
local plan.  

 
RESOLVED – That Amy Beasley be thanked for her attendance and presentation. 
 
(v) Ward Flexibility Funding - Stockport Neighbourhood Watch Association  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) submitted an application received on behalf of Stockport 
Neighbourhood Watch Association for a grant from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the 
cost of establishing a website for the organisation. 
 
RESOLVED – That approval be given to an application received from Stockport 
Neighbourhood Watch Association for a grant of £150 from the Ward Flexibility Budget 
towards the cost of establishing a website for the organisation. 
 
5.  DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS  
 
There were no development applications to consider. 
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6.  PLANNING APPEALS, ENFORCEMENT APPEALS AND ENFORCEMENT NOTICES  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) summarising 
recent appeal decisions; and listing current planning appeals and dates for local enquiries, 
informal hearings for planning appeals, and enforcement action within the Stepping Hill 
Area Committee area. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 
7.  BLACKSTONE ROAD, OFFERTON  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) detailing a proposal for the relocation of two 
speed humps on Blackstone Road, Offerton as part of a new housing development. 
 
RESOLVED – That approval be given to the relocation of two flat top speed humps as 
follows (to be funded by way of developer contribution):- 
 

Blackstone Road, Offerton - Remove hump from a point 15 metres South East of the 
South Easterly kerb line of Rishworth Close and relocate to a point 30 metres South East 
of the South Easterly kerb line of Rishworth Close. 
 
Blackstone Road, Offerton - Remove hump from a point 10.5 metres North West of the 
North Westerly kerb line of Sleddale Close and relocate to a point 8 metres South East of 
the South Easterly kerb line of Sleddale Close. 
 
8.  ROAD SAFETY AROUND SCHOOLS - HAZEL GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) to detail the findings of a consultation exercise 
for the Road Safety around Schools scheme around Hazel Grove Primary School and to 
seek approval for the implementation of dropped kerbs with tactile paving; access 
protection markings; and new school warning signs. 
 
RESOLVED – That approval be given to the following scheme to be funded from the Road 
Safety Around Schools Programme Budget:- 
 

 Review and upgrade of the school warning signs along Commercial Road to ensure 
their relevance and requirement; 

 Installation of dropped kerbs and tactile paving on Commercial Road, between Talbot 
Street and Co-operative Street to aid pedestrians / children to cross the road and 
support the existing School Crossing Patrol; and 

 Provision of two ‘Middleton Bollards’ at the uncontrolled crossing adjacent to Co-
operative Street, three ‘Middleton Bollards’ on Chapel Street at the uncontrolled 
crossing point adjacent to Grove Street and four ‘Middleton Bollards’ on Chapel Street 
at the uncontrolled crossing point located to the north of Hazel Street, to highlight 
pedestrian routes to school and prevent vehicular encroachment on footways. 
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9.  PARKS EVENT APPLICATION (TORKINGTON PARK) - SUMMER CHILDRENS 
FUNFAIR - AUGUST 2021  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) to detail an application from Morleys Funfair 
to hold a Summer Children’s Funfair in Torkington Park on 20th-22nd August and 27th-
30th August 2021. 
 
RESOLVED – That approval be given to an application received from Morleys Funfair to 
hold a Summer Children’s Funfair in Torkington Park on 20th-22nd August and 27th-30th 
August 2021, subject to the appropriate health and safety documentation being in place 
and the payment of the necessary fees and charges. 
 
10.  PROGRESS ON AREA COMMITTEE DECISIONS  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) providing an 
update on progress since the last meeting on decisions taken by the Area Committee and 
detailing the current position on area flexibility funding. The report also included the current 
position on the highway and traffic management delegated budget. 
 
It was noted that the issue with regard to traffic and parking problems on Bean Leach 
Road/ Bosden had been outstanding for some years and had not yet been resolved.  Ward 
councillors undertook to raise the matter with officers in Traffic Services to determine a 
way forward on this issue. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.59 pm 
 


