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1. Executive Summary 
 

1.1  Trees were plotted and assessed individually. Comments were made where it was 
identified as presenting potentially significant elevated risk, being of particular note or 
requiring specific management treatments. 

 
1.2 This section of the path runs from north to south from Priestnall school fields, through 

Heaton Mersey Common and along the eastern boundary of St Johns Primary School. It 
passes through a variety of woodland settings and existing footpath types. 

 
1.3 At the entry point from Kingsleigh Road, the existing path is only around 1m wide. If full 

path width is to be achieved here, it will encroach into adjacent garden(s) and may also 
mean the removal of the mature Willow tree adjacent to the substation. Progressing east 
towards Cherry Holt Avenue, the hawthorn will require pruning to provide unhindered 
access. Along the northern boundary of the site, there are several self-seeded trees along 
the boundary, which are unsuitable and are to be removed and replaced. 
There is a wide, well maintained footpath on the northern section of the route through 
Priestnall fields and to gain the width required the path is to be extended on the eastern 
edge. This will result in the removal of the self-seeded trees and re-stocking the hawthorn 
hedge. 

 Where the path now passes through the old gate posts and veers west into the established 
woodland. Their should be little impact here as there is an existing wide concrete path. 
Continuing west towards the Allerdean Walk entrance, there are two trees in severe 
decline, which will require removal. 

 
1.4 Where the main path continues south through Heaton Mersey Common, the majority of the 

route is on unsurfaced path through a woodland. To keep tree removal to a minimum it will 
be necessary to employ a no dig/minimum dig method. At the southern exit there is a 
Sycamore tree very close to the proposed route, with roots of the tree passing over the 
desired line. It will be necessary to remove this tree. 

  
1.5 As the path proceeds south towards St Johns School, the path is only 2m wide, with two 

mature trees growing within the path, which will require removal. 
  
1.6 The path later becomes New Beech Road, which has several inappropriate, self-seeded 

trees along it, which will require removal along with some dead trees. Alongside the 
northern boundary of the path is an old, established hawthorn hedge, with several other 
species of trees dotted along its length. There is significant dead wood within some of the 
canopy, which should be removed, considering the public are going to be encouraged to 
use this route. 

  
1.4 Several of the trees along the route have been noted as posing a hazard and these have 

been highlighted in the data table in Appendix 2. 
 
1.5 There is likely to be significant tree loss and a separate landscaping plan should be 

produced to offset these losses. 
 
 
 
. 
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2. Terms of Reference 
 

2.1  Instruction 
 
2.1.1  Greenspace Consultancy is instructed by Phil Gibbon of Stockport MBC: 
 
 Carry out assessment of trees alongside the current path which runs north to south from 

Priestnall School playing fields past St Johns Primary School onto New Beech Road. 
 
 Assess at an appropriate level of detail and record any tree identified as presenting a 

significantly elevated risk 
 
 Produce a plan and schedule of trees setting out our data survey 
 
 Produce a report outlining our findings and propose work to allow the works to be carried 

out 
 
  
 
3. Limitations 
 
3.2.1 The Trees were assessed visually from ground level. Where potential problems were 

identified, further inspection by tree climbing is recommended. No digging or drilling 
methods were employed during this survey. 

 
3.2.2 This report and associated documents remain the copyright of Greenspace Consultancy and 

there shall be no transfer of rights to any third party without our express consent 
 

 
4.  Introduction 
 
4.1 The trees have been assessed in accordance to British Standard 5837 (2012), Trees in 

relation to design, demolition and construction. 
 
4.2  The assessment takes account of the structural and physiological condition of the tree, its 

age, dimensions and any conservation or landscape value 
 

4.3 The retention category of each Tree or groups of trees is based on the information detailed 
above using the following categories. 

 
U   = Remove (irremediable or with less than 10 years contribution). 
A   = High quality and value, preferably with min. 40 years contribution. 
B   = Moderate quality and value. 
C                   = Low quality and value. Also young trees with stem diameter below     

   150mm (these may be considered for relocation). 
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5. Statutory Controls 
 

5.1 The whole site is designated as an area Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 
 
5.2 As the changes to the site, including tree felling, would be considered as a planning 

application, it would not be subject to the Forestry Act (1967), in regard to requiring a felling 
license. 

 
6. Method 
 
6.1 The area was assessed as a group and a number of individual trees with unique identifying 

numbers allocated. 
 
6.2 A visual assessment was carried out from the ground, to determine the health and 

structural condition. Dimensions were measured where appropriate or estimated otherwise. 
 
6.2.1  Height - overall estimated height of the tree in metres (rounded up to the nearest metre for 

trees over 10m high.) 
 
6.2.2  Stem diameter - measured in millimetres at 1.5m above ground (on sloping ground 

measured on the upslope of the stem) in accordance with annex C of BS5837:2012 
 
6.2.3 Branch spread - measured in metres (rounded up to the nearest half metre) along the four 

cardinal points of the compass to derive an accurate representation of the crown. 
 
6.2.4 Height of crown - the existing height, measured in metres, above ground level of the first 

significant branch. 
 
6.2.5 Age class - Young (Y) Middle aged (MA) Mature (M) Over Mature (OM)  
 
6.2.6 Physiological condition - Good (G) moderate (M) poor (P) dead (D) 
 
6.2.7 Health and significant defects - overall form of the Tree, presence of decay, any physical 

defects and observations. 
Category U or A to C grading as defined in table 1 BS.5837:2012 

 
6.2.8 Management recommendations - including any further investigations required, wildlife 

habitat potential, management or pruning works. 
 
6.2.9   The Estimated Remaining Contribution measured in years (<10, 10+, 20+, 40+)   
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7. Significant Findings 
 

7.1 The trees along the route of the path are varied in species and age. The existing path is 
generally well maintained and quite wide in places so little or no action may be required. 

 Along the access from Allerdean walk there are a birch and an ash in severe decline, which 
will pose a threat to path users.  
Where the path passes through Heaton Mersey Common, there is no surfaced path for the 
majority of the route and significant work will be required to install the desired path. 

   Approaching St Johns school there are two mature trees on the existing path, which cause 
a severe pinch point.  

 Along the north side of New Beech Road section of the path runs and old established 
hawthorn hedge which in places overhangs the path, in amongst the hedge there are also 
dead trees, which will require attention. 

   
 
8.  Conclusions 
 
8.1 Tree loss on the Priestnall section of the footpath should, with careful planning, be minimal. 

On the Heaton Mersey section, the footpath could be upgraded with little loss of trees, but 
the surface will have to be sympathetic towards the roots, which currently criss-cross the 
path, otherwise significant tree loss may be necessary. 

 Some tree removal and cutting back will be required on the St Johns section of the route to 
remove pinch points, overhanging vegetation and dead trees, which threaten the route. 

 
 
9. Recommendations 
 
9.1 Depending on the final path width, the mature willow tree at the Kingsleigh Road entrance 

may require removal. Some felling will be required on the southern section of Priestnall 
fields, where the current 1.5m wide path passes close to several trees. 

 The declining birch and Ash on Allerdean walk, will require removal to remove the threat 
they pose. 

 Within Heaton Mersey Common, minimal dig/no dig methods will have to be employed, if 
tree loss it to be kept to a minimum, as the current path/desire line passes over the roots of 
many trees. 

 As the path approached St Johns Primary, there is a pinch point, with two mature trees on 
the path, which it will be necessary to remove. 

 Along the New Beech Road section of the path, it will be necessary to cut back overhanging 
trees to gain the full width required. There are also several dead trees which require 
removal along with dead wood from within the canopies of other trees along the route. 
Several inappropriate trees should be removed as they are creating a pinch point at the 
side of the Stella Maris School 

 
 
10. References 
 
 British Standard 5837 (2012) - Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction. 
 British Standard 3998 (2010) – Recommendations for tree works 
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Tree Plan – Priestnall School Fields (North Section) 
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Tree Plan – Priestnall School Fields (South Section) 
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Tree Plan - Heaton Mersey Common 
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St Johns Primary School (North Section) 
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St Johns Primary School (South Section) 
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Priestnall School Fields to St Johns Primary – data table (new additions in bold) 
 

Tree 
Number Species Age DBH Height 

Crown 
spread 

Structural 
Condition 

Health 
Condition 

Life 
Expectancy Priority 

Works 
Required Comments 

Retention 
category 

801597 
Crataegus 
monogyna M 400 5 4 Fair Good 3   

No work 
required   B1 

1686 Salix alba M 1000 20 14 Fair Good >50   

Retain, if 
possible 

If path is to 
be widened 

here, the 
tree will 

need to be 
removed B1 

1687 
Prunus avium MA 200 3 3 Fair Good 2   

Fell & 
Poison 

Topped 
C1 

1688 

Acer 
pseudoplatanus 

SM 400 10 8 Poor Good 3 2 

Fell & 
Poison – 
including 

others 
along 

fence line 

Multi-
stemmed, 

inappropriate 
for location 

C1 

1689 

Acer 
pseudoplatanus 

MA 300 8 5 Fair Good 3 1 
Fell & 
Poison 

Obscuring 
street lamp 

C1 

1690 

Quercus robur MA 350 8 7 Fair Good 4   
No work 
required 

Significant 
injury on east 
side of stem 

@ base 
B1 

1691 

Acer 
pseudoplatanus 

Y 140 6 5 Fair Good 3   
No work 
required 

  

U 

1692 
Quercus robur Y 140 7 6 Fair Good 4   

No work 
required 

  
U 
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1693 

Quercus robur MA 400 8 7 Fair Good 4 1 Crown lift 
Bifurcates at 
0.25m. Low 
over path 

B1 

1694 

Acer 
pseudoplatanus 

MA 300 7 7 Fair Good 3   
No work 
required 

  

B1 

1695 
Quercus robur MA 350 8 10 Good Good 4 3 

Remove 
dead-
wood 

Minor dead-
wood 

A1 

1696 
Quercus robur MA 350 10 12 Good Good 4 3 

Remove 
dead-
wood 

Minor dead-
wood 

A1 

1697 

Acer 
pseudoplatanus 

M 1200 12 14 Fair Good 3 3 
Remove 

dead-
wood 

Minor dead-
wood 

B1 

1698 

Acer 
pseudoplatanus 

MA 250 7 5 Fair Good 3   
No work 
required 

  

B1 

1699 

Acer 
pseudoplatanus 

M 1200 12 12 Fair Good 3   
No work 
required 

Multi-
stemmed 

B1 

1702 

Crataegus 
monogyna 

M 200 6 4 Fair Good 3   
No work 
required 

Established 
hedge B1 

801598 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus 

M 

320 10 8 Poor Fair 1 2 Fell   C1 

801599 Tilia x europaea 

M 

350 22 8 Fair Good 3 2 

Dead 
wood 
and 

remove 
epicormic 

Minor dead-
wood B1 
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801600 Tilia x europaea 

M 

350 22 8 Fair Good 3 2 

Dead 
wood 
and 

remove 
epicormic 

Minor dead-
wood B1 

801601 
Aesculus 

hippocastanum 
M 

250 5 4 Fair Fair 2   
No work 
required   B1 

801609 Deciduous mix M 700 16 8 Fair Good 3 2 

Dead 
wood & 

crown lift 

Row of trees 
on top of 

retaining wall B1 

801610 Salix caprea M 350 10 5 Dead Dead 0 1 Fell Dead U 

801611 
Fraxinus 
excelsior M 500 10 6 Fair Good 2 2 Fell 

Too close to 
path B1 

801612 Prunus avium M 1200 12 8 Poor Good 2 2 Fell 
Too close to 

path B1 

801618 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus M 700 16 8 Fair Fair 2 2 
Dead 
wood 

Minor dead-
wood C1 

801619 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus M 350 12 6 Good Good 3 0 Fell 
Too close to 

path A1 

801620 Sambucus nigra MA 180 3 2 Poor Fair 1 2 
Fell & 
poison 

Too close to 
path U 

801621 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus Y 50 10 3 Poor Fair 2 2 
Fell & 
poison 

Too close to 
path C1 

801622 Sambucus nigra MA 180 3 2 Poor Fair 1 2 
Fell & 
poison 

Too close to 
path U 

801623 
Acer 

pseudoplatanus Y 100 4 3 Fair Good 2 2 
Fell & 
poison 

Too close to 
path C1 
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801624 

Mixed 
deciduous 

(Crataegus, 
Acer & Ilex) MA 120 6 3 Fair Good 3 2 

Crown 
lift, 

reduce 
path side 
& dead 
wood 

Overgrowing 
route of path B1 

801625 Ulmus glabra M 350 16 5 Dead Dead 0 SP1 Fell 

Large, dead 
tree over 

path U 

801626 Ulmus glabra M 350 16 5 Fair Fair 1 2 Fell 
Tight against 

wall B1 

801627 
Crataegus 
monogyna M 120 3 3 Dead Dead 0 1 Fell Dead U 

900108 
Tilia x 

europaea M 450 16 8 Fair Fair >50 1 

Remove 
dead-
wood 

Significant 
dead wood B1 

900109 

Mixed 
deciduous 
(Acer, Tila, 
Fraxunus) ) M 450 16 8 Fair Good >100   

No work 
required 

Established 
woodland B1 

900110 

Mixed 
deciduous 

(Acer, Fagus, 
Aesculus) M 450 16 8 Fair Good >100   

No work 
required 

Established 
woodland B1 

900118 
Robina 

pseudoacacia Y 25 2 1 Fair Good 50+ 2 
Fell & 
treat 

Group of 
Robinia U 

900119 Betula pendula M 450 10 6 Fair Good >50 1 

Clear 
street 
light 

Tree in 
private 
garden, 
growing 

around lamp B1 
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12847 
Tilia x 

europaea MA 240 10 8 Poor Poor 2   
No work 
required   C 

12850 
Betula 

pendula M 290 12 6 Poor Poor 1 1 Fell 

In severe 
decline U 

12855 
Fraxinus 
excelsior MA 160 11 8 Poor Poor 1 1 Fell 

In severe 
decline U 

12856 
Betula 

pendula MA 180 11 8 Fair Fair 3   
No work 
required   B 

12894 

Crataegus 
monogyna 

Stricta Y 50 4 2 Good Good 3   
No work 
required   U 

12895 
Prunus 
pandora Y 50 4 2 Good Good 3   

No work 
required   U 
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Impact Assessment 
 

  

 Tree to be 

Retained – No 

Impact 

Tree to be Retained – 

with management 

Trees to be removed 

due to 

condition/development 

(may alter, dependent 

upon final line of path) 

Tree No 801597, 1686, 

1690, 1691, 

1692, 1694, 

1698, 1699, 

1702, 801601, 

12847, 12856, 

12894, 12895, 

900109, 

900110 

1693, 1695, 1696, 1697, 

801599, 801600, 

801601, 801609, 

801618, 801624, 

900108, 900119 

1687, 1688, 1689, 

801598, 801602, 

801603, 801610, 

801611, 801612, 

801619, 801620, 

801621, 801622, 

801623, 801625, 

801626, 801627, 

802732, 802734, 

1598, 12850, 12855, 

900118 

 
 
 

Root Zone Protection for Retained Trees 
 

Tree No Root 

protection 

radius (m) 

Root 

protection 

area (m2) 

801597 4.8 72 

1690 4.2 55 

1691 1.7 8.9 

1692 1.7 8.9 

1693 4.8 72 

1694 3.6 41 

1695 4.2 55 

1696 4.2 55 

1697 14.4 651 

1698 3.0 28 

1699 14.4 651 

1702 2.4 18 

801599 4.2 55 

801600 4.2 55 

801601 3.0 28 

801609 8.4 222 

801618 8.4 222 

801624 1.4 6.5 

12847 2.9 26 

12856 2.2 15 

12894 0.6 1.1 

12895 0.6 1.1 
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900108 5.4 92 

900109 5.4 92 

900110 5.4 92 

900119 5.4 92 
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Tree Protection Plan – Priestnall School Fields (North Section) 
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Tree Protection Plan – Priestnall Fields (south section) 
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Tree Plan - Heaton Mersey Common 
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St Johns Primary School (South Section) 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Protective fencing details 
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Protective fencing notice 
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Scheduling of work 
Any tree work noted, should be carried out prior to the erection of the protective fencing. Following 
the erection of the protective fencing no further tree work should be carried out, without the 
consent of the Local Authority tree Officer. 
 
Root protection areas 
The extent to which a tree may represent a constraint to the development will depend both upon 
the location of the trunk and the size and nature of the canopy and also the extent of the roots 
below ground. The tree survey drawing plots the location of the tree above ground and through 
application of the calculation provided in section 5.5.2 of BS 5837:2012; the extent of root 
protection area has been plotted on the Tree constraints drawing. 
 
The root protection area represents a potential constraint to the development which may be 
modified in pattern, although not overall area, by existing site conditions such as structures, soil 
types and drainage, and an appreciation of the nature of particular tree species and root 
morphology.    
 
Protection is afforded to the tree by defining a Root Protection Area (RPA) within which no 
development activity should take place. The size of the RPA is defined in the British Standard and 
relates to trunk diameter plotted in a circle centred on the base of the stem. The RPA is normally 
the minimum position for protective fencing. 
 
Where pre-existing site conditions or other factors indicate that rooting has occurred 
asymmetrically, a polygon of equivalent area should be produced. Modifications to the shape of 
the RPA should reflect a soundly based arboricultural assessment of likely root distribution. 
 
Activity within the RPA must be agreed by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) before commencing. 
Where there is an overriding justification for construction within the RPA, technical solutions might 
be available that prevent damage to the trees. (see section 7 in BS5837 (2012). If operations 
within the RPA are proposed, it must be possible for the project arboriculturalist to demonstrate 
that trees can remain viable and that the area lost to encroachment can be compensated for 
elsewhere within the RPA. If encroachment is to take place, a series of mitigation measures to 
improve the soil environment must be implemented to promote further rooting structures. 
 
Where new permanent hard surface including paving or a slab for a minor structure (e.g. shed 
base) is to be formed within the RPA, it should bear on existing ground level, and should not 
exceed an area greater than 20% of the existing un-surfaced ground. 
 
Where the LPA agrees to activity taking place within the RPA then it is likely that special measures 
will be required, such as a ‘no dig’ construction method for drives. 
 
 
To give the best chance of continued good health of the retained trees, it will be essential to 
prevent root severance or compaction of the soil in the Root Protection Area. To achieve this, a 
stout fence should be erected at the position shown on the plan (or if this is not indicated, at the 
limit of the Root Protection Area). This should be done before any site materials or machinery are 
brought onto site, and should comprise a scaffold frame with steel mesh panels securely attached 
(eg Heras). Mesh is preferred to boarding as it can be seen through and should be re-useable. 
Use of rubber or concrete feet instead of a frame is not acceptable as these can easily be moved.  
Once in place, the fence must be regarded as sacrosanct with no storage of materials/spoil or 
access by machinery within the protected area. 
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All-weather notices should be fixed to the barrier reading “Root Protection Area – No Access”. 
  
Where temporary access within the Root Protection Area is agreed, the fence may need to be 
realigned and the ground surface protected. For vehicular access this protection will need to be 
specifically detailed and agreed. 
 
Site operations such as deliveries, site machines, crane jibs etc. should be organised to avoid 
damaging the trunk or crown of trees. Where this conflict is unavoidable then facilitation pruning 
should be carried out in advance, rather than after damage has occurred. This may be required to 
allow demolition operations. 
 
Material which could contaminate the soil e.g. concrete mixing, fuel, vehicle washings etc. should 
not be discharged within 10m of the stem of any tree, and not on ground beyond sloping down to 
the tree. 
 
Fires should either not be permitted, or else not lit where flames could extend to within 5m of the 
foliage, branches or trunk. 
 
No notice boards, cables, nails or other items should be attached to any part of the tree. 
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Guidance Note – Statutory Controls 
 
 
 
WILDLIFE ISSUES AND TIMING OF OPERATIONS 
 
Bats. Under current legislation it is an offence to ‘intentionally or recklessly disturb a 
bat’ or ‘damage, destroy or block access to the resting place of any bat’. For further 
details consultation must be made with the Statutory Nature Conservancy 
Organisation (Natural England, 0300 060 1842 www.naturalengland.org.uk). Where 
relevant any current ecological surveys for the site will take precedence in this 
matter. 
 
Birds. It is also likely to be an offence to kill, injure or take any wild bird; or take, 
damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built. Therefore 
work likely to disturb nesting birds should be avoided from late March to August. 
 
All trees requiring work here should be evaluated prior to work starting, and ideally 
work should be carried out during August – early October. 
 
The pruning of some species should avoid specific times. Prunus species (eg 
flowering and fruiting Cherry, Plum, Almond etc) should only be pruned during June 
– August in order to minimise the risk of infection by Silver Leaf disease. Acer 
(Maples including Sycamore), Betula (Birches) and, Morus (Mulberry) should not be 
pruned February – June due to sap bleeding; also Juglans (Walnut) from December 
– June
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