ECONOMY & REGENERATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
Meeting: 15 April 2021
At: 6.00 pm
PRESENT
Councillor Steve Gribbon (Chair) in the chair; Councillor Tom Dowse (Vice-Chair);
Councillors Will Dawson, Roy Driver, Helen Foster-Grime, Philip Harding,
Colin MacAlister, Charlie Stewart and John Taylor.
1. HRH THE PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH
The Chair referred to the recent death of HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
Members of the Scrutiny Committee and Officers observed a minute’s silence as a mark of
respect to his memory.
2. MINUTES
The Minutes (copies of which had been circulated) of the meeting held on 28 January
2021 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors and officers were invited to declare any interests they had in any of the items
on the agenda for the meeting.
The following interest was declared:Personal Interest
Officer

Interest

Paul Richards

Agenda item 12 ‘MDC Strategic Business Plan 2021-2026 and
Annual Action Plan 2021-2022’ as a member of the Board of
Stockport Town Centre West Mayoral Development
Corporation.

4. CALL-IN
There were no call-in items to consider.
5. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PUBLIC INTEREST TEST
RESOLVED – That in order to prevent the disclosure of information which was not for
publication relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including
the authority), the disclosure of which would not be in the public interest, the public be
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the exempt information in the ‘not for
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publication’ appendices for agenda item 11 – ‘A555 Update Report’ and agenda item 12 –
‘MDC Strategic Business Plan 2021-2026 and Annual Action Plan 2021-2022’.
6. STOCKPORT STATIONS ALLIANCE
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a
report (copies of which had been circulated) setting out detailing of the exploration of four
rail stations in Stockport as part of the Stockport Stations Alliance programme under One
Public Estate (OPE) 6. The proposals were at an early stage, but it was important that
each of the opportunities were explored in detail to maximise the benefit to the Council and
residents.
The Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration (Councillor David Meller) attended
the meeting to respond to questions from the Scrutiny Committee.
The following comments were made/issues raised:





Concern was expressed that Members had first become aware of the proposals
from a source other than the Council.
The railway estate was large and disparate and presented a number of
opportunities. The opportunity to make stations more attractive developments to
help encourage a modal shift in transport was important.
Members enquired what criteria was used to choose the particular stations, given
that no firm view had been taken as to what developments would take place.
There had currently been no approaches from companies regarding third party land
acquisitions.
There was scope to look at opportunities in other parts of the borough in addition to
those referred to in the report if it was felt appropriate.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.
7. TRANSPORTATION CAPITAL PROGRAMME
The Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a report (copied of
which had been circulated) providing details of the proposed transportation capital
programme for 2021/22 and indicative programmes for future years.
The Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration (Councillor David Meller) attended
the meeting to respond to questions from the Scrutiny Committee.
The following comments were made/issues raised:




A Member enquired when the street lights replacement programme in Reddish
North would commence.
It was hope that Network Rail would be on site next year for the Thomson Street
Bridge (Edgeley to Stockport) scheme. Authority for the Council to commit and
enter into agreement to fund the wider structure would therefore fall outside of the
standard MCF governance.
Members complimented the work undertaken on the Gillbent Road Crossing
Upgrade scheme in Cheadle Hulme.

Economy & Regeneration Scrutiny Committee - 15 April 2021


The issue was raised of the resurfacing of the older cycle lanes in the borough. It
was clarified that the Council’s main priority was to keep the existing network in
good repair and then take every opportunity to improve it.

RESOLVED – That the Transportation Capital Programme be recommended for approval
to the Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration.
8. AUTOMATED VEHICLE UPDATE REPORT
The Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a report (copies of
which had been circulated) on Project Synergy, the original aim of which was to further
develop technologies for connected autonomous vehicles to accelerate the adoption of
driverless vehicles and allied technologies in the UK. As the process had been affected by
delays caused by the Covid-19 pandemic and the advances made or difficulties
encountered by different partners with regard to the involved technology, the report
provided an update on progress with the project and the proposed next steps.
The Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration (Councillor David Meller) attended
the meeting to respond to Members’ questions.
Members expressed support for the project.
RESOLVED – That the report be noted.
9. GREATER MANCHESTER BROWNFIELD HOUSING FUND
The Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive, and Corporate Director
(Corporate & Support Services) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a report (copies of
which had been circulated) providing an update on the Greater Manchester Brownfield
Housing Fund and on those projects that have been successfully allocated so far.
The Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration (Councillor David Meller) attended
the meeting to respond to Members’ questions.
RESOLVED – That the report be noted.
10. SCRUTINY REVIEW: CHANGES TO BUS AND TRAIN SERVICES
The Lead Councillor (Councillor Tom Dowse) submitted the draft final report of the
Scrutiny Review into Changes to Bus and Train Services, provided a summary of the
information gathered as part of the review and outlined the findings and recommendations
of the Panel.
RESOLVED – That the draft Final Report be approved for submission to the Cabinet.
11. AGENDA PLANNING
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service & Monitoring Officer (Legal & Democratic
Governance) submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) setting out the
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planned agenda items for the Scrutiny Committee’s next meeting and any Forward Plan
items.
RESOLVED – That the report be noted.
12. A555 UPDATE REPORT
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a
report (copies of which had been circulated) providing an update on the progress of the
SEMMMS A6 to Manchester Airport Relief Road scheme following the opening of the road
in October 2018.
(NOTE: The report contained a ‘not for publication’ appendix that had been circulated to
Members of the Scrutiny Committee only).
The Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration (Councillor David Meller) attended
the meeting to respond to Members’ questions.
RESOLVED – That the report be noted and a report submitted to a future meeting of the
Scrutiny Committee updating Members on the issues detailed in the report.
13. MDC STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN 2021-2026 AND ANNUAL ACTION PLAN
2021 – 2022
The Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a report (copies of
which had been circulated) presenting the second full year plan following last year’s five
year Strategic Business Plan approved by Cabinet on 23 June 2020 and the interim
Strategic Business Plan covering the period from the Mayoral Development Corporation’s
(MDC’s) creation to the end of the 2019/20 financial year approved by Cabinet on 12
November 2019.
To ensure that there was appropriate democratically accountable oversight and influence
over the MDC, the Council and Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) had both
formally agreed that the MDC would produce a Strategic Business Plan that specified what
activity the MDC would undertake and that that business plan would be submitted to the
Council and GMCA for approval.
The Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration (Councillor David Meller) attended
the meeting to respond to Members’ questions.
The following comments were made/ issues raised:

It was important that there was a direct rail link from Stockport to Manchester Airport
otherwise Stockport would be ‘bypassed’ by the HS2 rail service.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.
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14. COUNCILLOR TOM DOWSE
Members were advised that this would be the last meeting of this Scrutiny Committee that
Councillor Tom Dowse, a former Chair, would be attending as he was not seeking reelection in the forthcoming local elections.
RESOLVED – That Councillor Tom Dowse be thanked for his services to the Council and
this Scrutiny Committee, and offered Members best wishes for the future.
The meeting closed at 6.49 pm

