
NOTICE OF DECISIONS AGREED AT THE MEETING OF THE GREATER 
MANCHESTER COMBINED AUTHORITY HELD ON TUESDAY 23 MARCH 2021 

 
PRESENT: 

 
Greater Manchester Mayor   Andy Burnham  
Bolton      Councillor David Greenhalgh 
Bury      Councillor Eamonn O’Brien 
Manchester     Councillor Richard Leese (In the Chair) 
Oldham     Councillor Sean Fielding 
Rochdale     Councillor Allen Brett 
Salford      City Mayor Paul Dennett 
Stockport      Councillor Tom McGee 
Tameside     Councillor Brenda Warrington  
Trafford     Councillor Andrew Western 
Wigan      Councillor David Molyneux 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Manchester     Councillor Bev Craig 
Rochdale     Councillor Janet Emsley 
Stockport     Councillor Elise Wilson 
 
 
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
GMCA & TfGM - Chief Executive Officer Eamonn Boylan 
GMCA - Deputy Chief Executive  Andrew Lightfoot 
GMCA – Monitoring Officer   Liz Treacy 
GMCA – GMCA Treasurer   Steve Wilson 
Bolton      Tony Oakman 
Bury       Donna Ball 
Manchester     Joanne Roney 
Oldham     Lewis Greenwood 
Salford     Tom Stannard 
Stockport     Pam Smith 
Tameside      Steven Pleasant 
Trafford     Sara Todd 
Wigan      Alison McKenzie-Folan 
Office of the GM Mayor   Kevin Lee 
TfGM      Steve Warrener 
TFGM      Michael Renshaw 
TFGM      Kate Brown 
TFGM      Simon Warburton 
TFGM      Ian Palmer 
GMCA      Simon Nokes 
GMCA      Claire Norman 
GMCA      Julie Connor 
GMCA      Sylvia Welsh 
GMCA      Nicola Ward 

 
 
 



1.  APOLOGIES 
 

 That apologies be received and noted from Baroness Bev Hughes, Deputy Mayor. 
 

 
2. CHAIRS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT BUSINESS 

 
 1. That it be agreed that the report on Bus Reform: Bus Back Better  - Item 5A on 

the agenda, be considered as an item of urgent business because the report 
details the recent publication of the National Bus Strategy by the Government. 
 

2. That the meeting of the GMCA be adjourned at 11:50am and reconvened at 
12.10pm in recognition of Covid-19 National Day of Reflection to allow 
members of the GMCA to observe the national minutes silence in memory of 
all those who have lost their lives due to Covid over the past year. 

 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 There were no interests declared at the meeting. 
 

 
4. MINUTES OF THE HOUSING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW & 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HELD ON 19 MARCH 2021 
 

 That the minutes of the Housing, Planning & Environment Overview & Scrutiny 
Committee held on 19 March 2021 be noted. 
 

 
5A. BUS REFORM: BUS BACK BETTER 

 
 That the contents of the National Bus Strategy and the matters considered in this 

report be noted. 
 

5B.  
 

BUS REFORM: CONSULTATION AND THE GMCA RESPONSE  
 

 
 The Chair requested a named vote on all the recommendations in the report. This 

was recorded as follows: 
 

Cllr David Greenhalgh (Bolton) – dissenting 
Cllr Eamonn O’Brien (Bury) – approve 
Cllr Richard Leese (Manchester) – approve 
Cllr Sean Fielding (Oldham) – approve 
Cllr Allen Brett (Rochdale) – approve 
City Mayor, Paul Dennett (Salford) – approve 
Cllr Tom McGee (Stockport) – approve 
Cllr Brenda Warrington (Tameside) – approve 
Cllr Andrew Western (Trafford) – Approve 
 

1. That the Mayor be recommended to make a franchising scheme as set out in 
Appendix 5 to this Report. 
 



2. That the completion of the consultation process on the Proposed Franchising 
Scheme; its extent and the responses received be noted. 
 

3. That the TfGM Report ‘Bus Franchising in Greater Manchester March 2021: 
Consultation Report’ (Appendix 1) be noted and that the conclusions therein 
be endorsed.  
 

4. That the Mayor be recommended, that if he decides to make a franchising 
scheme, he should also publish a transitional notice in the form at Appendix 7 
(which the GMCA would do if it were the relevant person to do so). 
 

5. That when the Mayor has decided whether or not to make a franchising 
scheme, it is agreed: 

 
i. to adopt and publish this report and its appendices as its response to 

the consultation, together with the Mayor’s decision, as the report to be 
published by the GMCA under section 123G (1) of the Act;  

ii. to give notice of that report to traffic commissioner (s.123G (2) of the 
Act). 

 
6.   That if the Mayor decides to make a franchising scheme, it is agreed: 

 
i. to publish the scheme on behalf of the Mayor at the same time as the 

report to be published under section 123G (1) of the Act;  
 

ii. at the same time to publish a transitional notice in the terms set out in 
Appendix 7 and then, within 14 days of date upon which transitional 
notice is published, to give notice to the traffic commissioner of its 
publication on behalf of the Mayor if the Mayor so decides (or 
alternatively the GMCA) as required by the Public Service Vehicles 
(Registration of Local Services) (Franchising Schemes Transitional 
Provisions and Amendments) (England) Regulations 2018, and 

 
iii. that, in conducting the procurement process for the provision of local 

services, the GMCA will facilitate the involvement of small and medium 
sized operators in the provision of local services as set out in section of 
this Report; (s123 G (3) of the Act). Page 5 Agenda Item 52 

 
7. That it be noted that the proposed funding arrangements and mitigations for the 

Scheme as set out in this report were approved by GMCA at its meeting on 27 
November 2020 and to confirm those arrangements.  
 

8. That it be noted that the GMCA has considered the contents of the National Bus 
Strategy and the matters considered in the Report ‘Bus Reform: Bus Back 
Better’. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A link to the full agenda and papers can be found here:   



https://democracy.greatermanchester-
ca.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=4425&Ver=4 
 

https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=4425&Ver=4
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=4425&Ver=4

