
Stockport Open Streets Guide 

 

If you are interested in changing how your street is used, for example you would like 

less traffic or more space for kids to play out, neighbours can apply to the council to 

formally close their road to through traffic for a one off session or a regular session.  

Before you do anything else, make sure your road is suitable for closure, some 

streets are not suitable due to the nature of the road, others may have work going on 

nearby, if you are unsure contact your council to find out. 

 

What you need to do: 

STEP 1 Organise a meeting 

 Speak to your neighbours/community and set up a meeting to pitch 

your idea (see our guidance document for more information and a step 

by step guide on how to do this) 

https://www.stockport.gov.uk/permits-and-licences/play-streets 

 Decide whether it is viable or not- if so, you can go onto step 2. 

 We would advise to only set up one event to start with to see if it works 

for your street otherwise time and resources will have been wasted  

STEP 2 Get permission and support 

 Make an application- Contact the highways team to apply for permission 

 Insurance and Liability  

 

STEP 3  Publicise/Promote 

 Organise 

 Posters/flyers leaflets 

 Social media 

 Signage 

 resources 

 

STEP 4 The day 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stockport.gov.uk/permits-and-licences/play-streets


10 steps to holding a Play street/Open Street Event. 

 

 

 

 

1 Chat with your neighbours 

 

 See if there is interest on the street, whether the idea is viable 

or not? Try to identify a few people who can make it 

happen/community group to organise. 

 

3 Make some decisions 

4 Consult-write to your 

neighbours 

Contact Stockport Council to see if your road is suitable in 

principle to be closed.  ….@stockport.gov.uk 

5 Plan to prevent problems 

6 Make your application and 

get Insurance  

7 Organise and publicise 

8 Hold your trial 

9 Evaluate your trail 

10 Apply for regular closure 

Hold a meeting and make some decisions. Agree on a date for a 

pilot event ( taking into account step 5) and decide who will 

manage the next steps. 

Make sure all neighbours are aware of the event, write to those 

that aren’t able to attend a meeting and check all responses 

2 Check your road is suitable  

Plan in advance. Road closure applications take up to 6 weeks 

and proposals for such closures must be agreed by local area 

committee, so allow at least 2 months from first meeting to event. 

If there are no objections you can make your formal application 

using this link: 

Apply for insurance- see guidance document for how to do this. 

Organise publicity- Posters/Flyers/leaflets, TFGM have templates 

available to download here:Signage: There will be signage 

available to use fromRisk Asesssment: ensure a through See full 

guidance information for full advice and example risk assessment. 

Ensure you all prepared for the day. Briefing of marshalls, closing 

the road, clearing up and re-opening the road ( see full guidance 

for further advice) 

Did the trial go well? Get feedback from residents, hold a meeting 

to evaluate and decide whether it is viable/worth setting  


