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STOCKPORT NHS FOUNDATION TRUST

Stockport Council Health Scrutiny Committee Presentation

Annual Health Check & Standards for Better Health 2007-8

INTRODUCTION 

The first half of this paper looks at the overall process for the Annual Health Check, the second half 

will look specifically at the Trust’s Standards for Better Health Self declaration for 2007-8. 

ANNUAL HEALTH CHECK

The Healthcare Commission   continues to award NHS trusts a rating that consists of two elements: 

quality of services and use of resources.  Stockport NHS Foundation Trust’s performance for the  

years 2005-6 & 2006-7 gave the trust a “good” rating for Quality of Services and an “excellent” rating 

for the use  of resources. 

As in 2006/2007, the quality of services element will be derived from our assessment of performance 

on the Standards for Better Health  and on existing & new national targets. The use of resources 

element is  derived from assessments carried out by Monitor . 

.
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STANDARDS FOR BETTER HEALTH 

As in previous years the Core Standards for Better Health are assessed through a self declaration 

process and are also potentially  followed up by Healthcare Commission visits in 20% of trusts. The 

purpose of these visits are to  ratify information and data , some visits are risk based and others are 

random.  

The declaration needs to be completed and returned to the Healthcare Commission by midday on the 

30th April 2008 and the declaration should cover the period 1st April 2007 – 31st March 2008 .

 

The Healthcare Commission recommends that healthcare organisations need to consider all of the 

elements that refer to the services they provide. The Healthcare Commission expect healthcare 

organisations to consider all aspects of their services when judging whether they have reasonable 

assurance that they are meeting the published elements. 

The trust examines these standards through the appropriate executive leads for each of these 

standards who will this year sign off a compliance status against these standards. As well as this, the 



D:\ModernGov\Data\Committ\New\Health & Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee\20080401\Agenda\$1rxrwj0w.doc

Standards for Better Health and their assurances are presented and discussed through the 

Assurance Risk Committee ( 10th March  & 14th April 2008.)  As with last year, this needs to be signed 

off by the Board of Directors and opportunities given for comments from Governors, the Stockport 

Council Health Scrutiny Committee as well as the Patient & Public Involvement in Health Group for 

Stockport NHS Foundation Trust.  Stockport Council Health Scrutiny Committee are discussing the 

declaration and their commentary at their next meeting on the 1st April 2008 and the commentary from 

the Patient & Public Involvement in Health Group for Stockport NHS Foundation Trust has already 

been received and can be seen in Appendix 1.

The Standards for Better Health are divided into 7 “domains” and cover 24 standards for healthcare, 

most of these standards are broken down into further elements. An overview of the areas covered can 

be seen in Appendix 2. 

The timetable for the  declaration process an be seen in Appendix 3. 

As can be seen the assessment process is still ongoing, however the tentative position currently is 

that the Trust will be compliant against all of the Standards for Better Health. As a Trust we would 

welcome a commentary from the  Stockport Council Health Scrutiny Committee regarding the Annual 

Health Check Self assessment process. 

Georgina Clark – Assistant Director of Nursing - Governance
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Appendix 1
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Appendix 2 – Areas covered within the Standards for Better Health (SfBH)
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2007-2008 Annual Health 
Core Standards

Declaration Submission Timetable

DATE Scheduled Event

6 / 7th  March 2008 The Trust’s 2007/8  Standards for Better Health Declaration 
(draft) presented to Board of Directors for initial approval

10th March 2008 Annual Health Check  Declaration presented  to Assurance 
Risk Committee 

10th March 2008 2006/7 Declaration (draft) sent to external organisations for 
commentaries, if approved the previous day

( Overview & Scrutiny Committees & Patients’ Forum )

19th March 2008 2006/7 Declaration presented to the Board of Governors for  
discussion and approval

1st April 2008 Overview & Scrutiny Committee discussing AHC and 
declaration

2nd April 2008 Commentaries received back and incorporated into the Final 
Declaration that will be sent to the Healthcare Commission

3rd  April 2008 Board of Directors sign off the 2007/8 Declaration

30th April  2008 Final submission date for the 2007/8 Declaration to 
be sent to the Healthcare  Commission

16th May 2008 Final date for publication of the Trusts’  2007/8 Declaration 
to the public

June / July 2008 Healthcare Commission will be  carrying out inspections of 
approximately 20% of Trusts to understand the basis on 
which they have made their declarations against the core 

standards
October 2008 Planned time for results publication

Appendix 3


