
 

WERNETH AREA COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting: 9 November 2020 
At: 6.00 pm 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Christine Corris (Chair) in the chair; Councillor Angie Clark (Vice-Chair); 
Councillors Stuart Corris, Chris Gordon, Mark Roberts and Lisa Smart. 
 
1.  MINUTES  
 
The Minutes (copies of which had been circulated) of the meeting held on 28 September 
2020 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the 
amendment of the fifth bullet point of Minute 9 to insert the words “lifting of the” 
immediately prior to the word “”moratorium”. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillors and officers were invited to declare any interests which they had in any of the 
items on the agenda for the meeting. 
 
No declarations of interest were made.  
 
3.  URGENT DECISIONS  
 
No urgent decisions were reported. 
 
4.  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
 
(i) Chair's Announcements  
 
The Chair referred to Remembrance Sunday which had been commemorated the previous 
day, and thanked members of the public for abiding by government advice to mark the 
occasion privately despite the difficult prevailing circumstances. 
 
Councillor Roberts reported on a forthcoming consultation on the provision of crossings in 
Romiley and thanked members of the public for their participation in the active 
neighbourhoods consultation. 
 
(ii) Public Question Time  
 
Members of the public were invited to put questions to the Chair on any matters in the 
powers or duties of the Area Committee, subject to the exclusions set out within the Code 
of Practice. 
 
One public questions was submitted relating to the allocation of Tangshutt Fields in the 
Greater Manchester Spatial Framework and how much of the land within the allocation 
would remain as public land; whether all of the local nature reserve would remain as such; 
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whether all public land in the allocation would remain as green belt; and whether the air 
cadet space would remain as such. 
 
It was commented that the issues raised by the questioner were indicative of the concerns 
that local members had in relation to the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework.  It was 
further commented that considerable value was placed on Stockport’s green spaces by its 
residents.  It was stated that councillors would have the opportunity to vote on the Greater 
Manchester Spatial Framework at the Council Meeting on 17 November 2020. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive be 
requested to respond to the questioner in writing. 
 
(iii) Petitions  
 
No petitions were submitted. 
 
(iv) Open Forum  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) reported that no organisations had indicated that they wished to 
address the Area Committee as part of the Open Forum arrangements. 
 
5.  2019 FLOODING DRAFT INVESTIGATION REPORT  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) presenting the various aspects of the flood 
events that occurred on the last week of July and first week of August 2019 and 
specifically incorporated the draft Independent Section 19 Investigation Report in 
accordance with the Flood & Water Management Act (FWMA) 2010 on the investigation 
into the flooding events that had been undertaken independently by Mott MacDonald 
Consulting Engineers. 
 
It was noted that the draft report was previously considered at the last meeting of the Area 
Committee, however this has subsequently been updated to provide additional information 
in its appendices that were not available to members at that meeting.  
 
The following comments were made/ issues raised:- 
 

 It was commented that the report appeared to provide contradictory information with 
regard to the causes of specific flooding incidents. 

 Concern was expressed in relation to overflowing sewers on Glenside Drive, Woodley 
and that this may constitute a potential health hazard. 

 It was queried at what point United utilities would make their comments on the report. 

 The recommendation in relation the development of an accurate understanding of the 
watercourses that flowed through and under the Romiley area via culverts was 
welcomed. 

 It was suggested that the report in part misrepresented the timeline of flooding 
incidents in Romiley perhaps due a misunderstanding on the part of residents over the 
way in which intelligence on these matters was reported back to the Council. 
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 It was stated that some of the drainage issues, such as those on Sandy lane, Romiley 
had arisen because of a combination of gullies that were completely blocked, and 
others which were temporarily blocked by way of leaves and other detritus carried by 
running water. 

 It was stated that it would be helpful for the Bredbury Green & Romiley ward councillors 
to receive a briefing early in the New Year on the issues affecting their area. 

 It was commented that the ongoing flooding issues on the University Estate and the 
hydrological survey commissioned by the Council into this issue wasn’t referred to 
within the report. 

 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 
6.  GM CLEAN AIR PLAN: CONSULTATION  
 
A representative of the Corporate Director (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive submitted a 
report (copies of which had been circulated) detailing the consultation information for the 
statutory consultation on the Clean Air Plan and the taxi and private hire common 
minimum licensing standards and asking Members to encourage people to participate in 
the consultation process. 
 
The following comments were made/ issues raised:- 
 

 It was commented that the proposals would affect all residents in Stockport. 

 It was noted that there were a number of areas in the Werneth area where there were 
NO2 exceedances and that this plan attempts to improve that situation. 

 Poor air quality affected the most vulnerable residents the most. 

 It was stated that there were proposals for significant residential development in 
Tameside that would have a consequential impact on the highway network in the 
Werneth area resulting in increased congestion and a potential worsening of air quality. 

 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 
7.  ONE STOCKPORT  
 
A represrentative of the Deputy Chief Executive (Place) and Deputy Chief Executive 
submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) providing an update to all 
members on the One Stockport campaign to date, an outline of Phase 2 and also seeking 
to gain support from all area committee areas and setting out how members and their 
communities can get involved going forward. 
 
Kathryn Rees (Service Director Strategy and Commissioning, Stockport Council) and 
Grant Mitchell (Future) also attended the meeting and made a presentation on the One 
Stockport campaign. 
 
The following comments were made/ issues raised:- 
 

 The proposed publicity materials were broadly welcomed as a means of raising 
awareness in the light of the inauspicious start to the campaign in the Romiley area 
that had so far constituted some small posters and signs advertising other areas of the 
borough. 
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 There was confusion about what the campaign was about. 

 It was important to recognise the individuality of each town and district within the 
borough rather than emphasising the importance of ‘Stockport’. 

 It was queried whether ‘One Stockport’ was the right brand for the campaign. In 
response it was stated that testing of the brand had taken place with stakeholders 
including business forums and the voluntary and community sector. 

 It was noted that not all areas of the borough have district centres, and those areas 
with local centres were just as important for local people and that this needed to be 
considered as part of the campaign. 

 
RESOLVED – That Kathryn Rees and Grant Mitchell be thanked for the attendance and 
presentation.  
 
8.  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (CONTINUED)  
 
(i) Ward Flexibility Funding - Autisk  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) reported on the receipt of an application received on behalf of Autisk for 
a grant from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the cost of providing vulnerable and 
disadvantaged families within the Stockport area with a ‘family gift pack’ each. 
 
RESOLVED - That approval be given to an application received from Autisk for a grant of 
£120 from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the cost of providing vulnerable and 
disadvantaged families within the Stockport area with a ‘family gift pack’ each. 
 
(ii) Ward Flexibility Funding - Rotary Club of Stockport Lamplighter  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) reported on the receipt of an application received on behalf of the 
Rotary Club of Stockport Lamplighter for a grant from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards 
the cost of making repairs and improvements to their Christmas float. 
 
RESOLVED – That approval be given to an application received from the Rotary Club of 
Stockport Lamplighter for a grant of £180 from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the 
cost of making repairs and improvements to their Christmas float. 
 
(iii) Ward Flexibility Funding - Kids Community Closet Stockport  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) reported on the receipt of an application received on behalf of Kids 
Community Closet Stockport for a grant from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the cost 
of purchasing equipment needed for the Kids Community Closet project. 
 
RESOLVED – That approval be given to an application received from Kids Community 
Closet Stockport for a grant of £100 from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the cost of 
purchasing equipment needed for the Kids Community Closet project. 
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(iv) Ward Flexibility Funding - CPR Group  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) reported on the receipt of an application received on behalf of the CPR 
Group for a grant from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the cost of donating lifesaving 
billboards to 13 high schools in Stockport. 
 
RESOLVED - That approval be given to an application received from the CPR Group for a 
grant of £370 from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the cost of donating lifesaving 
billboards to 13 high schools in Stockport. 
 
(v) Ward Flexibility Funding - Romiley LifeCentre  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) reported on the receipt of an application received on behalf of Romiley 
LifeCentre for a grant from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the cost of providing food 
parcels. 
 
RESOLVED - That approval be given to an application received from Romiley LifeCentre 
for a grant of £1,000 from the Ward Flexibility Budget towards the cost of providing food 
parcels. 
 
9.  DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS  
 
There were no development applications to consider. 
 
10.  APPEAL DECISIONS, CURRENT PLANNING APPEALS AND ENFORCEMENTS  
 
A representative of the Deputy Chief Executive submitted a report (copies of which had 
been circulated) listing any outstanding or recently determined planning appeals and 
enforcements within the area represented by the Werneth Area Committee. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 
11.  MAYOR'S CHARITY  
 
The Chair reported that this item had been placed on the agenda at the request of 
Councillor Gordon. 
 
Councillor Gordon made a representation on behalf of The Mayor’s Charity Committee in 
relation their ability to undertake fundraising activities to support the Mayor’s nominated 
charity (Beacon Counselling) during restrictions imposed as part of the response to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 
RESOLVED - That approval be given to the allocation of £100 from the Ward Flexibility 
Budget to directly support the activities of Beacon Counselling. 
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12.  WOODLEY ARTISANAL MARKET  
 
The Chair reported that this item had been placed on the agenda at the request of 
Councillor Gordon. 
 
Councillor Gordon reported that he had received representations from a member of the 
public requesting that they be able to hold an artisanal market at Woodley Precinct. 
 
Councillor Gordon stated that the applicant had contacted the Council,  Stockport Homes 
and businesses within the precinct and had received no objections to the proposal.  
Councillor Gordon requested that the Area Committee consider endorsing the proposal 
and giving its consent should this be required as part of the approval process. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Corporate Director (Corporate and Support Services) and Deputy 
Chief Executive be recommended to give approval to the request to hold the Woodley 
Artisanal Market at Woodley Precinct. 
 
13.  PROGRESS ON AREA COMMITTEE DECISIONS  
 
A representative of the Strategic Head of Service (Legal & Democratic Governance and 
Monitoring Officer) submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) updating the 
Area Committee on progress since the last meeting on decisions taken by the Area 
Committee and the current position on Area Flexibility Funding. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.13 pm 
 


