
 

CABINET 
 

Meeting: 17 March 2020 
At: 6.00 pm 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Elise Wilson (Leader of the Council and Devolution) (Chair) in the chair; 
Councillor Tom McGee (Deputy Leader and Resources, Commissioning & Governance) 
(Vice-Chair); Councillors Colin Foster (Children, Family Services & Education), 
David Meller (Economy & Regeneration) and Jude Wells (Adult Care & Health). 
 
Coronavirus Pandemic 
 
The Leader of the Council opened the meeting by making the following statement in 
relation to the impact of the Coronavirus Pandemic. 
 
“I think we're living through unprecedented times and coronavirus (Covid-19) is not a 
Stockport issue or even a Greater Manchester issue; it's a national and global issue. 
Stockport Council is monitoring the national and regional position closely.  We are working 
together with our health partners to stop 
the virus spreading and to protect our residents.   
 
“We’re following Public Health England, government and NHS advice and guidance and 
are advising our partners and providers to do the same.  Our communications are 
essential at this time and we're provided the latest information and signposting our 
residents our partners and local organisations and businesses to the information the 
government and Public Health England are providing on our website and on our Twitter 
and Facebook pages. 
 
“Our advice to residents is the same advice that is provided nationally - to focus on good 
hand hygiene; to ensure that anyone with symptoms manages these at home with the 
whole household self-isolating for 14 days from the start of those symptoms; and only 
accessing NHS 111 if those symptoms are no longer manageable at home.  The NHS 
website contains lots of information about looking after yourself and I urge residents to go 
there for information.  
 
“In terms of delivering services for our residents the Council's role is so important at a time 
like this.  We are paying particular attention to prioritising the health and wellbeing of all of 
our residents, especially those in vulnerable groups.  Our priority and that of our partners 
and counterparts across Greater Manchester is our vulnerable people.  We need to 
safeguard these groups as much as possible while also putting in place measures to 
support our staff that are delivering essential services to these groups.  We are working 
with our partners in the borough and our counterparts across Greater Manchester to 
ensure our business continuity planning and civil contingency plans are robust and put in 
place at the appropriate times. 
 
“I know lots of kind-hearted people out there also want to support their neighbours 
especially those that are more vulnerable.  Social media support 
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groups are springing up and people are trying to find out who might be most vulnerable.  
Offers of support such as shopping or being made.  However, there are also risks within 
this that more vulnerable people may be preyed upon at this time.  To avoid this, I would 
urge everyone not to share the personal details of others on social media.  The Council 
and our partners are looking at how we can support these efforts and we will share more 
information as soon as we are able. 
 
“We have an ambition in Stockport to have a thriving high street.  That has not changed.  
Following the prime minister's announcements yesterday, our night-time economy sector 
in particular are likely to be understandably nervous.  The government has already set out 
some measures to support SMEs with sick pay but more is needed.  This evening I believe 
that several announcements were made on this by the government but whilst I welcome 
that and it is really good, it would have been better to have come yesterday with the other 
announcements.  I also have some concerns over an over-reliance on loans that will 
obviously need to be paid back at some point and the ability to do so of the very groups of 
businesses that are trying to be supported. 
 
“I know that this is an unprecedented and worrying time for us all.  We all want to be happy 
and healthy. We all want that for our families and friends.  This is a rapidly changing 
situation and Stockport Council will continue to respond and to prioritise our most 
vulnerable residents as we do so.” 
 
1.  MINUTES  
 
The Minutes (copies of which had been circulated) of the meeting held on 4 February 2020 
were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillors and officers were invited to declare any interests they had in any of the items 
on the agenda for the meeting. 
 
No declarations of interest were made.  
 
3.  URGENT DECISIONS  
 
No urgent decisions were reported. 
 
4.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 
Members of the public were invited to submit questions to the Cabinet on any matters 
within its powers and duties, subject to the exclusions set out in the Code of Practice. 
 
Two questions had been submitted by questioners who were not present at the meeting. It 
was stated that, in accordance with the Code of Practice, written responses would be 
provided. 
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5.  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PUBLIC INTEREST TEST  
 
The Leader of the Council invited the Cabinet to consider whether to exclude the public 
and press from the meeting during consideration of agenda item 14 as this item contained 
information that was ‘not for publication’. 
 
RESOLVED – That in order to prevent the disclosure of information which was ‘not for 
publication’, the disclosure of which would not be in the public interest, the public and 
press be excluded from the meeting during consideration of following item in the event that 
the content of the not for publication appendix to the report needed to be discussed 
 
Item Title Reason 
      
14 Reprofiling of 

Pooled Budget 
Contributions 

Paragraph 3 ‘Information relating to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person (including the authority)’ as set out 
in the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) 

 
Key Decisions 

 
6.  PRUDENTIAL BORROWING REQUEST  - STOCKPORT SCHOOL  
 
The Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Resources, Commissioning 
and Governance submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) detailing a 
request from Stockport School for a £0.659m Prudential Borrowing loan to finance their 
contribution towards the cost of a joint Local Authority/ School capital scheme to address 
urgent and key health and safety issues and other conditional aspects of the school 
building. 
 
RESOLVED - That approval be given to a request from Stockport School for a £0.659m 
Prudential Borrowing Loan to finance their contribution towards the cost of a joint Local 
Authority/ School capital scheme to address urgent and key health and safety issues and 
other conditional aspects of the school building on the terms detailed in the report. 
 
7.  DEVELOPING AND PROCURING A NEW DELIVERY PARTNERSHIP FOR ACTIVE 
COMMUNITIES POST APRIL 2022  
 
The Cabinet Member for Adult Care & Health submitted a report (copies of which had 
been circulated) providing an update on implementation of the Active Communities 
Strategy which was approved by Cabinet in June 2019.  The report also sought approval 
for a new approach to a delivery partnership within the Active Communities Strategy 
following the end of current arrangements with Life Leisure in March 2022 and 
authorisation to commence the pre-procurement process. 
 
RESOLVED – That:- 
 

 progress on implementation of the Active Communities Strategy be noted. 

 authority be delegated to the Corporate Directors for Place Management and 
Regeneration and Corporate and Support Services in consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Sustainable Stockport to commence developing the procurement strategy 
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in line with the approach outlined in this report and proposals for the procurement route 
and final timescales. 

 the Corporate Directors for Place Management and Regeneration and Corporate and 
Support Services in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Sustainable Stockport be 
authorised to commence the pre-market engagement in relation to the procurement 
exercise to inform the development of specifications. 

 the forthcoming indoor leisure investment strategy and the potential requirement for 
future capital investment be noted. 

 progress on work to develop options for a replacement leisure and community facility in 
Marple and the potential requirement for future capital investment be noted. 

 the Corporate Directors for Place Management and Regeneration and Corporate and 
Support Services in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Sustainable Stockport be 
requested to report back at appropriate points of the process and in the event of any 
significant departures from the indicative timescales detailed in this report. 

 
8.  STOCKPORT CLIMATE EMERGENCY STRATEGY  
 
The Cabinet Member for Sustainable Stockport submitted a report (copies of which had 
been circulated) stating that the Council had declared a Climate Emergency in March 2019 
and agreed that the impacts of global temperature rises above 1.5°C are so severe that 
governments at all levels must work together and make combating climate change their 
top priority. To do its part, it was agreed that Council would develop a Climate Action Plan. 
The report provided an overview of a proposed strategy for Stockport to meet its climate 
obligations, covering all aspects of the Council and Borough, as well as making it clear that 
tackling climate change would require every stakeholder in Stockport to play their part: 
Council, residents, businesses and communities. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Stockport Climate Emergency Strategy be approved and adopted. 
 
9.  ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2020/21-2024/24  
 
The Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Resources, Commissioning 
and Governance submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) setting out 
upgrade work and improvements to operational buildings within the Council’s estate.  
Corporate funding is sought for the Asset Management Programme as the capital 
financing costs of these works cannot be met from within the Single Property Budget cash 
limits 
 
RESOLVED - That:- 
 

 approval be given to the implementation of the updated Asset Management Plan 
Capital programme for 2020/21 and the financing thereof, and the Indicative AMP 
programme for up to 2025, as set out in the report. 

 approval be given to the application of corporate resources to fund the AMP 
programme 2020/21 to 2024/2025; with the application of funding types (capital 
receipts and borrowing) being delegated to the Deputy Chief Executive in conjunction 
with the Estates Capital Board (ECB). 

 the Deputy Chief Executive be authorised to award construction contracts as required 
to deliver the works programme. 
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10.  PROPOSAL TO TUPE STAFF FROM PARTNER AGENCIES TO STOCKPORT AS 
HOST OF ADOPTION COUNTS REGIONAL ADOPTION AGENCY  
 
The Cabinet Member for Children, Family Services & Education submitted a report (copies 
of which had been circulated) outlining the business case for the proposal to TUPE staff 
currently employed across the four partner local authorities in the Adoption Counts 
Regional Adoption Agency to Stockport 
 
RESOLVED - That approval be given to the transfer of the currently seconded staff to 
Stockport Council through the application of TUPE regulations subject to all parties 
agreeing to the revised Integrated Services Agreement and schedules, on the basis 
identified in the report. 
 

General Items 
 

11.  STOCKPORT'S SOCIAL VALUE CHARTER  
 
The Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Resources, Commissioning 
and Governance submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) detailing a 
proposed ‘Social Value Charter’ that had been drafted to outline the aims of adopting a 
more structured approach to social value.  It was reported that similar Charters have been 
agreed in the other STaR Authorities of Trafford and Tameside. 
 
The proposed Charter would support Stockport to recognise, account for, report on and 
analyse the use of social value and provided a commitment to develop a robust social 
value decision-making framework. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Social Value Charter be approved and adopted. 
 
12.  PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL'S CONSTITUTION  
 
The Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Resources, Commissioning 
and Governance submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) detailing a 
schedule of proposed amendments to various sections of the Constitution.  It was reported 
that the proposed amendments have been endorsed by the Constitution Working Parking 
at its meetings on 14 October 2019, 6 November 2019 and 20 February 2020. 
 
RESOLVED - That the Council Meeting be recommended to give approval to the proposed 
amendments to the Council’s Constitution as detailed in the report. 
 
13.  TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEES  
 
There were no recommendations to consider. 
 

Item ‘Not for Publication’ 
 
14.  REPROFILING OF POOLED BUDGET CONTRIBUTIONS  
 
The Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Resources, Commissioning & 
Governance submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) setting out a 
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proposal to re-profile and realign pooled budget contributions between the Council and 
Stockport Clinical Commissioning Group over the period 2019/20 – 2020/21 
 
(NOTE: The report contained information ‘not for publication’ in its appendix that had been 
circulated to cabinet members only). 
 
RESOLVED - That approval be given to a two year funding agreement, as set out in the 
report, with the final per annum contribution levels delegated to the Corporate Director, 
Corporate and Support Services in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Resources, 
Commissioning and Governance. 
 

Urgent Business 
 
15.  MAYORAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION INVESTMENT FACILITY - 
AMENDMENT TO CABINET DECISION OF 1 OCTOBER 2019  
 
(NOTE: the Chair was of the opinion that this item, although not included on the agenda, 
should be considered as a matter of urgency in accordance with Section 100B(4)(b) of the 
Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) in order that the Cabinet could consider the 
matter and take action to ensure the Council was able to exercise the necessary 
delegations previously approved by the Cabinet.  It would not be possible for the matter to 
wait until the next meeting of the Cabinet as it is likely that investment decisions would 
need to be taken in advance of that date). 
 
The Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Resources, Commissioning & 
Governance submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) noting that the 
Cabinet had previously given its approval the creation of a strategic investment facility at 
its meeting on 1 October 2019 to support investment which could kick start the 
regeneration of the Town Centre West area.  This was published as an executive decision 
with the reference CAB191. 
 
The report stated that as the Council had worked through potential investment 
opportunities in line with the principles set out in the October report, it had become clear 
that the wording of the delegation for the approval of investments did not allow for equity or 
grant investment to be approved. 
 
RESOLVED – (1) That the Cabinet gives its approval to the amendment of its         
previous decision, and has agreed that authority be delegated to the Borough Treasurer 
and Corporate Director for Place Management & Regeneration, in consultation with the 
Cabinet Members for Resources, Commissioning, & Governance, Economy & 
Regeneration and for Sustainable Stockport, for the appraisal, due diligence, and approval 
of individual investment agreements (including but not limited to land assembly, loan, 
equity, and grant agreements) on a scheme-by-scheme basis. 
 
(2) That it be noted that the remaining elements of decision reference CAB191 in response 
to the recommendations in paragraphs 8.1.1 and 8.1.2 of the October report remained 
unaffected by this amendment and decision as do the context, rationale, and investment 
principles set out in the main body of the October report. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.14 pm 


